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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

7 October 2020 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

NOTE: The Economic Development Committee meeting coincides with the ordinary meeting of the 
Infrastructure Committee.  The Committees will conduct business in the following order: 

- Infrastructure Committee (Presentation – Soho Group only) 

- Economic Development Committee  

- Infrastructure Committee (continued)  

1. Apologies 

2. Notification of Additional Items 

Pursuant to Sections 46A(7) and 46A(7A) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987, to receive the Chairperson’s 
explanation that specified item(s), which do not appear on the Agenda of 
this meeting and/or the meeting to be held with the public excluded, will 
be discussed. 

Any additions in accordance with Section 46A(7) must be approved by 
resolution with an explanation as to why they cannot be delayed until a 
future meeting. 

Any additions in accordance with Section 46A(7A) may be received or 
referred to a subsequent meeting for further discussion.  No resolution, 
decision or recommendation can be made in respect of a minor item. 

3. Declarations of Interest (if any) 

Members are reminded of their duty to give a general notice of any 
interest of items to be considered on this agenda and the need to declare 
these interests. 
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4. Public Comment 

To receive comments from members of the public on matters specified 
on this Agenda or, if time permits, on other Committee matters. 

(NOTE: If the Committee wishes to consider or discuss any issue raised that is 
not specified on the Agenda, other than to receive the comment made 
or refer it to the Chief Executive, then a resolution will need to be 
made in accordance with clause 2 above.) 

5. Presentation - Manawatu Chamber of Commerce/Palmy BID Page 7 

6. Presentation - Central Economic Development Agency Page 9 

7. Confirmation of Minutes Page 15 
“That the minutes of the Economic Development Committee meeting of 
3 June 2020 Part I Public be confirmed as a true and correct record.”  

8. Summary report on the June 2020 Palmerston North Quarterly 
Economic Monitor, and Major Events held during the year to June 2020 Page 21 

Memorandum, presented by Peter Crawford, Economic Policy Advisor 
and Linda Stewart, CEO, CEDA. 

9. Report on the updating of sector profiles Page 45 

Memorandum, presented by Julie Macdonald, Strategy and Policy 
Manager. 

10. International Relations 6-monthly update Page 97 

Memorandum, presented by Toni Grace, International Relations 
Manager. 

11. Science, Technology & Innovation Portfolio Update (September) Page 113 

Memorandum, presented by Councillor Brent Barrett. 

12. Committee Work Schedule Page 117 
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 13. Exclusion of Public 
 
 To be moved: 

“That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of 
this meeting listed in the table below. 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is 
excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and 
the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as 
follows: 
 

General subject of each matter to 
be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation 
to each matter 

Ground(s) under Section 
48(1) for passing this 
resolution 

    

 
This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1)(a) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or 
interests protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act which would be 
prejudiced by the holding of the whole or the relevant part of the proceedings 
of the meeting in public as stated in the above table. 

Also that the persons listed below be permitted to remain after the public has 
been excluded for the reasons stated. 

[Add Third Parties], because of their knowledge and ability to assist the 
meeting in speaking to their report/s [or other matters as specified] and 
answering questions, noting that such person/s will be present at the meeting 
only for the items that relate to their respective report/s [or matters as 
specified]. 
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PRESENTATION 

TO: Economic Development Committee 

MEETING DATE: 7 October 2020 

TITLE: Presentation - Manawatu Chamber of Commerce/Palmy BID 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION(S) TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

1. That the Economic Development Committee receive the presentation for information. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

Mr Rob Campbell, Chair, Palmy BID and Ms Amanda Linsley, Chief Executive, Manawatu 
Chamber of Commerce will provide an update on the Palmy BID project. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil   
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PRESENTATION 

TO: Economic Development Committee 

MEETING DATE: 7 October 2020 

TITLE: Presentation - Central Economic Development Agency 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION(S) TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

1. That the Economic Development Committee receive the presentation for information. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

Ms Linda Stewart, Chief Executive, Central Economic Development Agency will provide an 
update with respect to Business and Investment Attraction. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. CEDA Business and Investment Attraction ⇩   
    

ECO_20201007_AGN_9847_AT_files/ECO_20201007_AGN_9847_AT_Attachment_24364_1.PDF
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PALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Economic Development Committee Meeting Part I Public, held 
in the Elwood Room, Conference & Function Centre, 354 Main Street, 
Palmerston North on 03 June 2020, commencing at 9.00am 

Members 
Present: 

Councillor Tangi Utikere (in the Chair), The Mayor (Grant Smith) and 
Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar Butt, Vaughan 
Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Bruno Petrenas and Aleisha Rutherford. 

Non 
Members: 

Councillors Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan and Karen Naylor. 

Apologies: Mr Ruma Karaitiana. 

 
 
11-20 Apologies 

 Moved Tangi Utikere, seconded Leonie Hapeta. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the apologies. 

 Clause 11-20 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

  
The meeting adjourned at 9.01am. 
The meeting resumed at 1.10pm. 

 
12-20 Presentation - RACE Incorporated 

Mr Alasdair Robertson, Chief Executive Officer, made a presentation on behalf 
of RACE Incorporated. 

Palmerston North was to become one of three racing and training centres of 
excellence and race meetings would go from 18 to 36 per year, an economic 
waterfall for the region which was about to come to fruition. 

Funding for a new surface called Polytrack, a surface made up of sand and 
recycled man-made materials coated in wax, had been approved.  Polytrack 
provides excellent drainage yet still acts like turf in its root structure, allowing 



 

 
 

PALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCIL 

 

P a g e  | 16 

a greater number of horses and improved performance.  The new track would 
drive other investment including on-course barns; two out of a maximum of 
six had been started.  Barns could accommodate from 12-24 horses. 

With the assistance of CEDA horse trainers would be encouraged to relocate 
their operations to the Manawatu.     

 Moved Tangi Utikere, seconded Leonie Hapeta. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Economic Development Committee receive the presentation for 
information. 

 Clause 12-20 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

 
13-20 Presentation - Manawatu Chamber of Commerce 

Ms Amanda Linsley, Chief Executive, made a presentation on behalf of 
Manawatu Chamber of Commerce containing an overview of the Chamber’s 
activities in support of businesses during COVID-19.  

The Chamber had been involved in keeping people connected and was in 
contact with over 600 businesses during this period.  A high match rate for 
business mentors was recorded – over 80 in six weeks.  The Chamber had also 
provided feedback to local and central government to inform decision making. 

Future plans for The Chamber included recovery, providing advocacy and 
support and looking for opportunities for collaboration. 

 Moved Tangi Utikere, seconded Leonie Hapeta. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Economic Development Committee receive the presentation for 
information. 

 Clause 13-20 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

 
14-20 Presentation - Central Economic Development Agency 

Ms Linda Stewart, Chief Executive, made a presentation on behalf of Central 
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Economic Development Agency (CEDA) containing an overview of CEDA’s 
COVID-19 response activities and initiatives to date, primarily on their work in 
the first two stages – resolve and resilience.  

Scenario planning would ensure flexibility, resilience and preparedness and 
included a breakdown of risks and opportunities relating to Lockdown, 
Transition and New Normal phases.  As it is not known how COVID-19 would 
continue to unfold across the world, there would be variation in its impact 
across New Zealand. 

The lockdown phase focused on supporting and protecting businesses, with a 
view to helping to prevent business failure and job losses.  High risk sectors 
were retail, accommodation, hospitality and some professional services.  More 
generous loans and grants were needed. 

CEDA’s Response and Recovery Plan had two phases:  Restart (3-12 months) 
and Reform (ongoing).  The Restart phase was the detailed plan to return 
businesses, industries, economies back to scale quickly, as knock on effects 
became clearer.  The Reform phase involved clarity on how the regulatory and 
competitive environment in our economy may shift. 

 Moved Tangi Utikere, seconded Leonie Hapeta. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Economic Development Committee receive the presentation and 
report for information. 

 Clause 14-20 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

    
15-20 Confirmation of Minutes 

 Moved Tangi Utikere, seconded Leonie Hapeta. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the minutes of the Economic Development Committee meeting of 11 
March 2020 Part I Public be confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 Clause 15-20 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 
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16-20 Summary report on the March 2020 Palmerston North Quarterly Economic 

Monitor, Major Developments, and Quarterly Retail Report for April 2020 
Memorandum, presented by Peter Crawford, Economic Policy Advisor and 
Linda Stewart, CEO, CEDA. 

 Moved Susan Baty, seconded Lew Findlay QSM. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the summary report on the March 2020 Palmerston North Quarterly 
Economic Monitor, Major Developments, and Quarterly Retail Report for 
April 2020 be received. 

 Clause 16-20 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2.41pm. 
The meeting resumed at 2.58pm. 

 
17-20 Business Improvement District Policy 

Memorandum, presented by David Murphy, City Planning Manager. 

After discussion Elected Members were of the opinion that the policy needed 
a stronger accountability mechanism, and that Council needed to be 
completely independent and therefore not included on the voting register. 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Grant Smith. 

The COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS 

1. That the Business Improvement District Policy (2020), as attached to the 
memorandum reported to the 3 June 2020 Economic Development 
Committee titled “Business Improvement District Policy”, be received. 

 Clause 17.1 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

 Moved Brent Barrett, seconded Aleisha Rutherford. 

2. That the last paragraph of Section 9 of the BID policy be revised to state 
“The Council will prepare and require the BID Association to complete an 
annual accountability agreement on terms satisfactory to the Council.” 
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 Clause 17.2 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

 Moved Susan Baty, seconded Lew Findlay QSM. 

3. That Council not be included on the voting register, but will be liable for 
the targeted rate. 

 Clause 17.3 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Grant Smith. 

4.   That the Business Improvement District Policy (2020) as attached to the 
memorandum reported to the 3 June 2020 Economic Development 
Committee be adopted as amended. 

 Clause 17.4 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Grant Smith. 

5.   That the Mayor and Chairperson of the Economic Development Committee 
be authorised to make minor amendments to the Business Improvement 
District Policy (2020), as attached to the memorandum reported to the 3 
June 2020 Economic Development Committee titled “Business 
Improvement District Policy”, prior to a Business Improvement District 
proponent putting forward a proposal to Council under the Business 
Improvement District Policy (2020).   

 Clause 17.5 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

 
18-20 Inner City/CBD Portfolio Update (May) 

Memorandum, presented by Councillor Leonie Hapeta. 
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 Moved Tangi Utikere, seconded Lew Findlay QSM. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Inner City/CBD Portfolio update report for May 2020 be received 
for information. 

 Clause 18-20 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

 
19-20 Committee Work Schedule 

 Moved Tangi Utikere, seconded Leonie Hapeta. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Economic Development Committee receive its Work Schedule 
dated June 2020. 

 Clause 19-20 above was carried 16 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Zulfiqar 
Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Leonie 
Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas, Aleisha Rutherford and 
Tangi Utikere. 

       
 
The meeting finished at 3.59pm 
 

Confirmed 7 October 2020 

 

 

 

 
Chairperson
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Economic Development Committee 

MEETING DATE: 7 October 2020 

TITLE: Summary report on the June 2020 Palmerston North Quarterly 
Economic Monitor, and Major Events held during the year to June 
2020 

PRESENTED BY: Peter Crawford, Economic Policy Advisor and Linda Stewart, CEO, 
CEDA  

APPROVED BY: David Murphy, Acting General Manager - Strategy and Planning  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION(S) TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

1. That the report entitled ‘Summary report on the June 2020 Palmerston North 
Quarterly Economic Monitor, and Major Events held during the year to June 2020’ 
presented to the Economic Development Committee on 7 October 2020, be received. 

 

 

 

1.1 This memorandum presents a summary of: 

a. the key themes in the latest Palmerston North Quarterly Economic Monitor 
for the June 2020 quarter; and 

b. A brief overview of major economic events held in the Manawatū region in 
the year to June 2020. 

1.2 The latest Palmerston North Quarterly Economic Monitor report indicates a decline 
in GDP growth in the city in the year ended June 2020 due to the impacts of Covid-19 
restrictions on economic activity during the quarter.  Restriction levels applying 
during the quarter were: 

a. Level-4, 1 April – 27 April 

b. Level-3, 28 April – 12 May 

c. Level-2, 13 May – 8 June 

d. Level-1, 9 June – 30 June 
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1.3 Infometrics suggests in its report that 50,000 people lost their jobs during the June 
quarter, but monthly filled jobs data published by Statistics New Zealand shows only 
a loss of 21,980 jobs between March and June.  The Infometrics estimate for job 
losses is based on the increase in MSD Job Seeker benefits and the number of people 
receiving the Covid Income Relief Payment.  Between March and June the number of 
people receiving the Job Seeker benefit increased by 38,711 people while the 
number of people receiving the Covid Income Relief Payment in June was 10,579.   

1.4 Employment data published by Statistics New Zealand shows there were still 50,612 
more people employed in June 2020 compared with June 2019.  The growth in job 
seeker benefits is greater than the decline in the number of jobs between March and 
June 2020 due to a significant increase in the number of people returning from 
overseas in the March 2020 quarter and insufficient job creation to cater for growth 
in New Zealand’s population.  Statistics New Zealand estimates New Zealand’s 
population increased by 105,500, or 2.1%, in the year to June 2020.  This is the 
largest annual increase ever recorded in New Zealand’s population (number of 
people).  Statistics New Zealand estimates suggest the working-age population (15 
years and over) increased by 94,560 people, or 2.4%.  Statistics New Zealand 
publishes quarterly data on job creation and job destruction, but June 2020 quarter 
data will not be available until late August 2021. 

1.5 Economic activity in Palmerston North has been supported by a significant increase 
in the value of building consents issued this year.  The total value of consents issued 
in the first eight months of this year is $279 million compared with $143 million over 
the same period last year, an increase of 95%.  Further growth in the value of 
consents over the remaining four months of the year is expected, since the Council is 
currently processing a consent application with a value of $44 million. 

1.6 There are challenges with forecasting the impact of the Covid-19 outbreak due to 
both uncertainty over how long New Zealand will remain under Level-1 restrictions 
and also with estimating the productivity impacts of the restrictions applied under 
Level-1.  The border closure has resulted in a reduction in international student 
numbers in the city, but the impact of this will be greater in the first quarter of next 
year if arrivals of non-residents are still being restricted then.  There is also an impact 
from the halt to refugee resettlement in the city. 

1.7 Recent tourism data published for July shows there is still international visitor 
spending occurring in New Zealand.  During July, international visitors spent $5.3 
million in the Manawatū region, a decline of 24% from July 2019, while international 
visitor spending across New Zealand was $339 million, a decline of 58%.  This 
spending includes international students here on short-term education visas (less 
than 12 months), people staying with friends and family, visitors who have extended 
their holiday here, and people on short-term work visas. 
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2. PALMERSTON NORTH QUARTERLY ECONOMIC MONITOR – JUNE 2020 

2.1 Infometrics estimates gross domestic product (GDP) in Palmerston North declined by 
8.4% in the June 2020 quarter.  New Zealand GDP is estimated to have declined by 
12.6% in the quarter.  

a. GDP in Palmerston North is estimated to have declined by 1.2% in the year 
ended June 2020.  New Zealand GDP is estimated to have declined by 2.1%. 

2.2 Annual salaries and wages paid in Palmerston North in the year ended June 2019 
were $2,774 million, increasing by 6.6% from the previous year, while earnings for 
New Zealand increased by 6.0%. 

2.3 Total filled jobs in Palmerston North were 48,990 in the June 2019 quarter, 
increasing by 3.3% from the previous year, while filled jobs for New Zealand 
increased by 2.4%.   

2.4 Annual median salaries and wages paid in Palmerston North in the year ended June 
2019 were $52,760, increasing by 5.0% from the previous year, while median salaries 
and wages for New Zealand were $54,280, increasing by 4.2% from the previous 
year. 

2.5 The average quarterly worker turnover rate in Palmerston North in the year ended 
June 2019 was 13.5%, declining from 15.8% in the year to June 2018, while the 
average worker turnover rate for New Zealand was 15.8%, declining from 17.1% in 
the previous year. 

2.6 Electronic card retail spending in Palmerston North in the June quarter was 
$234 million, a decline of 21.3% from the June 2019 quarter, while national growth 
declined by 20.8%.  

a. Annual electronic card retail spending in Palmerston North for the year 
ended June 2020 was $1,147 million, a decline of 3.9% from 2019.  There was 
also a decline of 3.9% for New Zealand.  

2.7 The total value of building consents issued in Palmerston North in the June 2020 
quarter was $149 million, compared with $60 million in the June 2019 quarter, an 
increase of 147%.  National consent values declined by 9%.  

a. Building consents to the value of $367 million were issued in Palmerston 
North in the year to June 2020, an increase of 51% from the previous year.    
National consent values declined by 0.2% over the year to June 2020.   

b. Consents for 202 new residential dwellings were issued in Palmerston North 
in the June 2020 quarter, compared with 101 in the June 2019 quarter, an 
increase of 100%.  National consents were unchanged from 2020.   
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c. Consents for 565 new residential dwellings were issued in Palmerston North 
in the year ended June 2020, compared with 464 in the previous year, an 
increase of 37.1%.  National consents increased by 7.8%.  

d. Non-residential consents to the value of $172 million were issued in 
Palmerston North during the year to June 2020, an increase of 83.2% from 
the previous year.  National consents declined by 11.5% over the same 
period.  

2.8 The average value of residential properties in Palmerston North was $508,716 in the 
three months ended June 2020, an increase of 14.2% from the June 2019 quarter QV 
estimate).  The average value for New Zealand was $738,018, an increase of 7.4%.  
The values used in the Infometrics report are an average of the past 12 months, and 
are based on REINZ house sales data. 

2.9 Car registrations in Palmerston North declined by 15.8% in the year ended June 2020 
(national registrations declined by 19.3%) while the number of commercial vehicles 
registered declined by 18.8% (compared to a national decline of 22.4%).  

2.10 It is estimated the annual average unemployment rate in Palmerston North in the 
year ended June 2020 was 4.5%, which was above the unemployment rate of 4.1% 
for New Zealand.  

2.11 The number of people in Palmerston North registered for the MSD Job Seekers 
benefit increased by 23.3% in June 2020 from June 2019, while the number in New 
Zealand increased by 39.8%.  The MSD benefit numbers reported in the Infometrics 
report are based on the average of the last four quarters.  

2.12 Traffic flows in Palmerston North in the year to June 2020 declined by 8.4% from 
2018, while there was a decline of 9.4% for New Zealand.  

2.13 Tourism spending in Palmerston North was $396 million in the year ended June 
2020, declining by 10.4% from the previous year.  New Zealand declined by 12.3%. 

a. Domestic visitor spending in Palmerston North was $337 million in the year 
ended June 2020, declining by 10.0% from the previous year (11.1% decline 
for New Zealand). Spending in the city declined in April and May but 
increased in June. 

b. International visitor spending in Palmerston North was $59 million in the year 
ended June 2020, declining by 12.8% from the previous year (14.0% decline 
for New Zealand).  The biggest declines in spending were from China, 
Australia and the rest of Oceania.  

2.14 Population estimates, based on primary health organisation registrations, suggest 
Palmerston North’s population increased by 2.6% between June 2019 and June 2020 
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(2.5% increase for New Zealand).  The number of health enrolments in the city 
averaged 81,403 people in the year to June 2020 while Statistics New Zealand 
estimated the total population in the city in June 2019 was 88,300. 

2.15 The Palmerston North Quarterly Economic Monitor report for the June 2020 quarter 
is attached. 

3. MAJOR ECONOMIC EVENTS HELD IN YEAR TO JUNE 2020 

3.1 Event information received from the City Council Events and Community teams, 
Sport Manawatū and Central Energy Trust Arena shows a total net economic impact 
of $17.6 million from city council funded events in the year to June 2020.  CET Arena 
provided additional information for unfunded events, which are estimated to have 
contributed a further economic benefit of $21.1 million. 

3.2 Economic impact assessments were not made for Arts events, Massey Summer 
Shakespeare, cultural events and Creative Community Scheme events with more 
than 500 people attending, but some of these events have both community and 
economic benefits.   

3.3 Manawatū District has provided a list of events held during the year to June 2020 but 
has not identified participant numbers or estimates for economic impact.  The 
information for the 2019/20 period has been extracted from its events calendar, but 
it has started to record event information for the 2020/21 year.  Manfeild did not 
provide any event information before the deadline for completing this report. 

3.4 Covid-19 restrictions introduced in March this year have had a significant impact on 
events in the region, with a number of significant events cancelled between March 
and September 2020.  

3.5 A summary of major events and other events held in the Manawatū region is 
attached. 

4. COMPLIANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Does the Committee have delegated authority to decide? 

If Yes quote relevant clause(s) from Delegations Manual 166 
Yes 

Are the decisions significant? No 

If they are significant do they affect land or a body of water? No 

Can this decision only be made through a 10 Year Plan? No 

Does this decision require consultation through the Special Consultative 
procedure? 

No 

Is there funding in the current Annual Plan for these actions? Yes 
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Are the recommendations inconsistent with any of Council’s policies or 
plans? 

No 

The recommendations contribute to Goal 1: An Innovative and Growing City 

The recommendations contribute to the outcomes of the Economic Development Strategy 

The recommendations contribute to the achievement of action/actions in the Economic 
Development Plan 

The action is: Attract investment expansion and new businesses 

Contribution to 
strategic direction 
and to social, 
economic, 
environmental 
and cultural well-
being 

Reporting on economic trends in the city and Manawatū region, and 
the longer-term outlook for growth, is important for encouraging local 
businesses to invest in growing their business and attracting new 
businesses to the city. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Palmerston North Quarterly Economic Monitor report - June 2020 ⇩   
2. Major and other events in the Manawatū region in the year to June 

2020 ⇩  
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Economic Development Committee 

MEETING DATE: 7 October 2020 

TITLE: Report on the updating of sector profiles 

PRESENTED BY: Julie Macdonald, Strategy and Policy Manager  

APPROVED BY: David Murphy, Acting General Manager - Strategy and Planning  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION(S) TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

1. That the report entitled ‘Report on the updating of sector profiles’ for the 
Construction, Education, Government, Healthcare and Social Assistance, Logistics and 
Manufacturing sectors, presented to the Economic Development Committee on 7 
October 2020, be received. 

2. That the Economic Development Committee endorse the sector profiles contained in 
the report entitled ‘Report on the updating of sector profiles’, presented on 7 October 
2020, for publication. 

 
 

 

1. BACKGROUND 

1.1        This report presents a summary of progress on updating sector profiles for key 
sectors in the Manawatū region.  The first profile was published in 2009 on the 
Defence sector, and over the following five years profiles were produced for all key 
sectors in the region.   

1.2        The sector profiles were developed to highlight sectors that have the greatest 
potential to attract economic growth to the region rather than simply responding to 
growth in the region.  The Construction sector was added to the list because of its 
size and the growth that was expected to occur as a result of increased housing 
investment and increased central and local government capital investment.     

2. PROGRESS ON UPDATES 

1.1. Updates to profiles which have been completed since March are: 

1.1.1. Construction Executive Summary profile 

1.1.2. Education Executive Summary and full profiles 
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1.1.3. Government Executive Summary profile 

1.1.4. Healthcare and Social Assistance Executive Summary profile 

1.1.5. Logistics Executive Summary profile 

1.1.6. Manufacturing Executive Summary profile 

1.2. The Non-Profit sector profile and Executive Summary is being prepared for 
publication. 

1.3. Priorities for the next quarter are: 

1.3.1. Non-Profit 

1.3.2. Research and Development 

1.3.3. Defence 

1.4. CEDA has suggested there would be value in developing a larger profile for the 
Construction sector, researching current skills/qualifications levels in the sector, 
median salaries within each component of the sector, and long-term skills 
shortages/gaps in the sector.  More research is needed on what data is available. 

1.5. Priorities for profile updates in 2021 are the Tourism and Retail Health Check profiles 
and updates to the full profiles for the Logistics and Healthcare and Social Assistance 
sectors. 

3. COMPLIANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Does the Committee have delegated authority to decide? 

If Yes quote relevant clause(s) from Delegations Manual 166 
Yes 

Are the decisions significant? No 

If they are significant do they affect land or a body of water? No 

Can this decision only be made through a 10 Year Plan? No 

Does this decision require consultation through the Special Consultative 
procedure? 

No 

Is there funding in the current Annual Plan for these actions? Yes 

Are the recommendations inconsistent with any of Council’s policies or 
plans? 

No 

The recommendations contribute to Goal 1: An Innovative and Growing City 

The recommendations contribute to the outcomes of the Economic Development Strategy 
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The recommendations contribute to the achievement of action/actions in the Economic 
Development Plan 

The action is:  Attract investment expansion and new businesses 

Contribution to 
strategic direction 
and to social, 
economic, 
environmental 
and cultural well-
being 

Reporting on economic trends in the city and Manawatū region, and 
the longer-term outlook for growth, is important for encouraging local 
businesses to invest in growing their business and attracting new 
businesses to the city. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Executive Summary - Construction Sector profile ⇩   
2. Executive Summary - Education Sector profile ⇩   
3. Education Sector profile 2020 ⇩   
4. Executive Summary - Government Sector profile ⇩   
5. Executive Summary - Healthcare and Social Assistance Sector profile ⇩ 

 

 

6. Executive Summary - Logistics Sector profile ⇩   
7. Executive Summary - Manufacturing Sector profile ⇩   
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Economic Development Committee 

MEETING DATE: 7 October 2020 

TITLE: International Relations 6-monthly update 

PRESENTED BY: Toni Grace, International Relations Manager  

APPROVED BY: David Murphy, Acting General Manager - Strategy and Planning  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION(S) TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

1. That the report entitled ‘International Relations 6-monthly update’, presented to the 
Economic Development Committee on 7 October 2020, be received. 

2. That the Committee note the progress of International Relations activity over the past 
six months, contributing to the International Relations Plan and Economic 
Development Strategy. 

 

 

1. ISSUE 

The purpose of this memorandum is to update the Economic Development Committee on 
the development of Palmerston North’s key international relationships and outcomes over 
the past six months, and their contribution to the relevant goal, strategy and plan.  

2. BACKGROUND 

On the establishment of the PNCC International Relations Office, Council agreed that a six-
monthly report to the Economic Development Committee was an appropriate mechanism 
for keeping Council informed of general progress and developments. 

This particular six-monthly report covers a period where international relations activities 
have been impacted by the global Covid-19 pandemic, including disruption to international 
travel and lockdown restrictions.   

While this has affected some aspects of the usual work programme (most notably, inbound 
and outbound visiting delegations) the international relations office has effectively pivoted 
to continue delivering plan objectives during this period of global disruption.  

This includes an increased focus on relationship-building with the New Zealand-based 
diplomatic corps, such as hosting Ambassadors or High Commissioners on city visits from 
countries where Palmerston North has economic and strategic partnership interests.  
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The International Relations Office is also continuing to maintain relationships and dialogue 
with Global City Partners such as Sister Cities through online channels, such as digital 
summits and videoconferences.  

3. NEXT STEPS 

The International Relations Office will continue to deliver actions as outlined in the report 
and International Relations Plan, adjusting for constraints around the global pandemic.     

4. COMPLIANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Does the Committee have delegated authority to decide? Yes 

Are the decisions significant? No 

If they are significant do they affect land or a body of water? No 

Can this decision only be made through a 10 Year Plan? No 

Does this decision require consultation through the Special Consultative 
procedure? 

No 

Is there funding in the current Annual Plan for these actions? Yes 

Are the recommendations inconsistent with any of Council’s policies or 
plans? 

No 

The recommendations contribute to Goal 1: An Innovative and Growing City 

The recommendations contribute to the outcomes of the Economic Development Strategy 

The recommendations contribute to the achievement of action/actions in the International 
Relations Plan 

The action is: All actions  

Contribution to strategic 
direction and to social, 
economic, environmental 
and cultural well-being 

The International Relations 6-month report outlines the 
progress of actions in the International Relations Plan, which 
contributes to the Economic Development Strategy of Goal 1: 
An innovative and growing city. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. October 2020 International Relations report to Economic Development 
Committee ⇩  

 

2. PN International Relations news and articles April-September 2020 ⇩   
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Economic Development Committee 

MEETING DATE: 7 October 2020 

TITLE: Science, Technology & Innovation Portfolio Update (September) 

PRESENTED BY: Councillor Brent Barrett  

APPROVED BY: David Murphy, Acting General Manager - Strategy and Planning  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION(S) TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

1. That the report entitled ‘Science, Technology & Innovation Portfolio Update 
(September)’, presented to the Economic Development Committee on 7 October 2020, 
be received for information. 

 
 

 

1. ISSUE 

The Science, Technology & Innovation portfolio is reporting to the Economic Development 
Committee for September 2020. 

2. BACKGROUND 

The Science, Technology & Innovation portfolio members are encouraged to continue to 
update their goals and activities throughout the year. 

3. COMPLIANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Does the Committee have delegated authority to decide? Yes 

Are the decisions significant? No 

If they are significant do they affect land or a body of water? No 

Can this decision only be made through a 10 Year Plan? No 

Does this decision require consultation through the Special Consultative 
procedure? 

No 

Is there funding in the current Annual Plan for these actions? No 

Are the recommendations inconsistent with any of Council’s policies or 
plans? 

No 
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The recommendations contribute to Goal 3: A Connected and Safe Community 

The recommendations contribute to the outcomes of the Connected Community Strategy 

Contribution to 
strategic direction 
and to social, 
economic, 
environmental 
and cultural well-
being 

Active Citizenship Plan – the portfolios provide an opportunity for 
Elected Members to report on their engagement with organisations in 
their sector. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Science, Technology & Innovation Portfolio Update_September 2020 ⇩ 
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COMMITTEE WORK SCHEDULE 

TO: Economic Development Committee 

MEETING DATE: 7 October 2020 

TITLE: Committee Work Schedule 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION(S) TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

1. That the Economic Development Committee receive its Work Schedule dated October 
2020. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Committee Work Schedule - October 2020 ⇩   
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