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MEMORANDUM TO COMMITTEE/COUNCIL

Project No: 770017-001

File No: XXXX
S To Mayor and Councillors
Palmerston North City Council
FROM - Jane Julian
DATE 20 August 2007 ,
SUBJECT SELECT COMMITTEE RESPONSE: PALMERSTON NORTH RESERVES

—r

e

- EMPOWERING AMENDMENT BILL

Issue

~ On 26 July 2007 the Local Government and Environment Committee of Parliament heard submissions

from Palmerston North City Councii (John Annabeli and Diana Everton) and members of the public

- about the Palmerston North Reserves Empowering Amendment Bill.

!.: A letter from the Sélect Committee (attachéd) advises:

 We have resolved to ask the council of it wishes to consider withdrawing the bill, and will suspend our
~“consideration of the bill until we receive a response.

" Background

- Councillors will be familiar with the background of this matter, namely that the Bill seeks removal of
- reserve status for land at the corner of Park Rd and Fitzherbert Avenue. At the same time Council staff

have been asked to identify options for the future use of the land (Council has decided not to sell the
land in the meantime). ' '

The letter from Select Committee raises several issues:

‘. Issue 1 . . ‘
" The evidence heard by the Select Committee provoked uncertainty that the Bill was backed by
" community mandate (2" paragraph of the letter attached). The only response staff could make on this

matter to Select Committee was that they were progressing the instruction of Council,

Issue 2

- Atthe Select Committee hearing concerns about the advice given to the Council by staff when the
.+ Councii debated the matter were raised at the Select Committee hearing (2" paragraph of the fetter
- attached). There is nothing on the Council minutes that confirms what advice was provided, however it
. Is clear that the vote on whether to proceed with the Bill was initially lost. The matter was then put to
~ vote again and Council determined to proceed with the Bill to lift reserve status.
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Lt is important to note that under Standing Orders a matter cannot be put to a second vote unless new
| evidence is available (SO 3.9.17). It may be inferred that some advice was given to Councit that
- persuaded Councillors to re-consider. ’ :

‘. Issue 3

Seniority of staff (3" para). Staff on Council who could-best advise the Select Committee on the issues
associated with the Bill represented Council at the hearing on 26 July.

Comment .

The Council has requested that staff identify what options are available for the use of the tand in
question. That work is underway at the moment and will provide the Council with clear reasons for any
further actions in relation to the land. ’

Inthe face of the Select Committee’s concerns about the Bill at the moment and the fact that the
Council still has a lot of work to do to determine a path forward, the removal of Reserve status under the

"~ Reserves Act 1977 is not imperative. Retention of reserve status will not affect the investigation of

* optioris underway.

in thg—i{ltlsre, if a use fof the land is identified that is incompatible for reserve status, the Council may
seek to re-introduce the Bill,

Recommendation

1. That the Council advise the Select Committee that it wishes to withdraw the
Palmerston North Reserves Empowering Amendment Bil.

2. That the Chief Executive thank the sponsor of the Bill, Steve Maharey for his support.

XXXX
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10 August 2007

Ray Swadel %

Acting Chief Executiv
Palmerston North CityjCounci

1 Private Bag 11-034
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Dear Mr Swadel

* Thank you for providin
of evidence on the bill,

It is usual that loca) bills come to se
behind them. The evidence that we
true of this bill. We heard that coun
being advised that it could not be
to ask the council if it wishes to ¢
consideration of the bill until we
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Palmerston North Reserves Empowering Amendment Bill

g us with the additional information requested after the hearing

lect committees with a community mandate

heard provoked uncertainty about whether that is
cillors decided to proceed with the bill only after
withdrawn, which is not the case. We have resolved
onsider withdrawing the bill, and will suspend our
receive a response. :
We would also advise the council that it would be appropriate for it to be represented
by its most senior officers at future select committe
on the council officers who attended the hearing, as
respond as fully as senior officers would have been

¢ hearings. This is not a reflection
they did not have the authority to
able to.

It would be useful for the planning of our schedule if we could-have anindication of
-~ whe'a response to this request will be available. Please contact Peter Hoare, Clerk of

the Committee, on 04 471 9524 or at peter.hoar

information, or if you have any other questions.

Yours sincerely

NERN

Steve Chadwick
Chairperson

Local Government and Environment Committee

75

e@parliament.govt.nz, with this
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