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PLAY, RECREATION & SPORT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

21 October 2020 

 

 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

1. Apologies 

2. Notification of Additional Items 

Pursuant to Sections 46A(7) and 46A(7A) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987, to receive the Chairperson’s 
explanation that specified item(s), which do not appear on the Agenda of 
this meeting and/or the meeting to be held with the public excluded, will 
be discussed. 

Any additions in accordance with Section 46A(7) must be approved by 
resolution with an explanation as to why they cannot be delayed until a 
future meeting. 

Any additions in accordance with Section 46A(7A) may be received or 
referred to a subsequent meeting for further discussion.  No resolution, 
decision or recommendation can be made in respect of a minor item. 

3. Declarations of Interest (if any) 

Members are reminded of their duty to give a general notice of any 
interest of items to be considered on this agenda and the need to declare 
these interests. 
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4. Public Comment 

To receive comments from members of the public on matters specified 
on this Agenda or, if time permits, on other Committee matters. 

(NOTE: If the Committee wishes to consider or discuss any issue raised that is 
not specified on the Agenda, other than to receive the comment made 
or refer it to the Chief Executive, then a resolution will need to be 
made in accordance with clause 2 above.) 

5. Deputation - New Zealand Super 6’s Golf Tournament Page 7 

Deputation, by Warren Collett and Ewan Westergaard. Manawatū Golf 
Club 

6. Deputation - WBSC U18 Men's Softball World Cup Page 9 

Deputation, by Vaughan Dennison, Chair Softball 2020 and Tony Giles, 
CEO, Softball NZ.  

7. Confirmation of Minutes Page 11 
“That the minutes of the Play, Recreation & Sport Committee meeting of 
17 June 2020 Part I Public be confirmed as a true and correct record.”  

8. Petition - Construction of the Palmerston North Children's Skatepark. Page 17 

Presentation, by Leo Mwape Matongkanshi.  

 
REPORTS 

9. Hokowhitu Lagoon Water Quality - Investigation and Monitoring 
Progress Report - October 2020 Page 29 

Memorandum, presented by Robert van Bentum, Manager - Transport 
and Infrastructure. 

10. Artificial Turf - Needs Assessment Page 51 

Memorandum, presented by Julie Macdonald, Strategy and Policy 
Manager. 



 

 
 

PALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCIL 

 

P a g e  | 5 

11. Proposal from Sport Manawatū to use carried-forward unspent Sports 
Event Partnership Funds Page 115 

Memorandum, presented by Julie Macdonald, Strategy & Policy 
Manager. 

12. Committee Work Schedule Page 119 

 13. Exclusion of Public 
 
 To be moved: 

“That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of 
this meeting listed in the table below. 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is 
excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and 
the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as 
follows: 
 

General subject of each matter to 
be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation 
to each matter 

Ground(s) under Section 
48(1) for passing this 
resolution 

14. Proposal from Sport 
Manawatū to repurpose 
carried-forward 2019/20  
Sports Event Partnership 
Funds for its bid to host a 
national tournament 

Third Party 
Commercial 

s7(2)(b)(ii) 

 
This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1)(a) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or 
interests protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act which would be 
prejudiced by the holding of the whole or the relevant part of the proceedings 
of the meeting in public as stated in the above table. 

Also that the persons listed below be permitted to remain after the public has 
been excluded for the reasons stated. 

[Add Third Parties], because of their knowledge and ability to assist the 
meeting in speaking to their report/s [or other matters as specified] and 
answering questions, noting that such person/s will be present at the meeting 
only for the items that relate to their respective report/s [or matters as 
specified]. 
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DEPUTATION 

TO: Play, Recreation & Sport Committee 

MEETING DATE: 21 October 2020 

TITLE: Deputation - New Zealand Super 6’s Golf Tournament 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO PLAY, RECREATION & SPORT COMMITTEE 

1. That the Play, Recreation & Sport Committee receive the deputation for information. 
 

 

SUMMARY 

Warren Collett and Ewan Westergaard from Manawatū Golf Club will speak to the 
Committee on the success of the New Zealand Super 6’s Golf Tournament held in March 
2020. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil   
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DEPUTATION 

TO: Play, Recreation & Sport Committee 

MEETING DATE: 21 October 2020 

TITLE: Deputation - WBSC U18 Men's Softball World Cup  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO PLAY, RECREATION & SPORT COMMITTEE 

1. That the Play, Recreation & Sport Committee receive the deputation for information. 
 

 

SUMMARY 

Softball 2020 was the Local Organising Committee responsible for delivering the WBSC U18 
Men's Softball World Cup in Palmerston North, 22 February - 1 March 2020,  
 
Vaughan Dennison, Chair - Softball 2020 and Tony Giles, CEO Softball NZ will present the key 
highlights and acknowledgements that contributed to the success of this event, plus share 
insights towards what future opportunities now exist.  
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil   
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PALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Play, Recreation & Sport Committee Meeting Part I Public, 
held in the Elwood Room, Conference & Function Centre, 354 Main Street, 
Palmerston North on 17 June 2020, commencing at 9.00am  

Members 
Present: 

Councillor Leonie Hapeta (in the Chair), The Mayor (Grant Smith) and 
Councillors Brent Barrett, Zulfiqar Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Lew Findlay QSM, 
Patrick Handcock ONZM, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor and Bruno Petrenas. 

Non 
Members: 

Councillors Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Renee Dingwall, Lorna Johnson, Aleisha 
Rutherford and Tangi Utikere. 

Apologies: Councillor Tangi Utikere 

   
12-20 Apologies 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. The Committee received the apologies. 

 Clause 12-20 above was carried 15 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel 
Bowen, Zulfiqar Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock 
ONZM, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas and Aleisha Rutherford. 

  
13-20 Presentation - Netball Manawatu 

Chris Gunn, General Manager and Deb Gurney, Chairperson made a 
presentation to the Committee on the status of Netball Manawatū. 

They made the following comments: 

Netball participation numbers are stable, there is a desire to keep 
competitions local to encourage participation.  

Fully supportive of working with other sport codes, Netball Manawatū is taking 
part in the  5 code school holiday programme. 

Fortunate to have a number of sponsors that provide not only financial but in-
kind support. 

Open to the idea of sharing facilities with other codes, the issue is that 
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everyone wants to use the facilities in the late afternoons and early evenings 
which  can cause scheduling problems. 

The Arena is used for the Premiere and Year 5 and 6 leagues. It is a great 
facility but it can be disruptive when local netball games have to be moved 
because of international events.  This can make organising  club competitions 
difficult. 

It would be great to have more indoor courts  available in the city. 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE  RESOLVED 

1. That the Play, Recreation & Sport Committee receive the presentation for 
information. 

 Clause  13-20 above was carried 15 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel 
Bowen, Zulfiqar Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock 
ONZM, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas and Aleisha Rutherford. 

 
14-20 Presentation - Combat Sports in the Manawatu 

Filipo Saua, Coach and Charmaine Saua, Director of SnapBACK Gym made a 
presentation to the Committee. 

They made the following comments: 

The Gym is more than a boxing club.  It transforms the mental wellbeing and 
attitudes of disadvantaged youths.  

Boxing facilitates  all walks of life, the gym specialises in making sure Māori 
and Pacifika youth feel that they have a sense of belonging and connection.  

The youth classes use boxing to develop  trust, instil honesty, and teach  young 
people tools to believe in themselves. The focus is on developing social skills, 
self-esteem, increasing achievement through schooling and turning young 
people into adults that can give back to their community. The gym is 
concerned with teen suicide and actively work to prevent it by improving the 
mental wellbeing of the community.  

The Gym has a good relationship with health providers and the Police who 
often referred young people to them. 

The SnapBACK Gym is a charitable trust and is run by volunteers. Raising funds 
is a constant issue.  Sport Manawatū provides support and the Gym has 
applied for funding through the Active Communities Fund. 
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The Gym would like to raise funds to buy a van to collect and drop off kids 
before and after their boxing session.  

In terms of financial support, it would be great to have assistance with rent, 
equipment and transportation. Sport Manawatū can contribute towards 
equipment but not operational expenses.  

The Committee ask officers to help the SnapBACK Gym with providing 
mentoring and assistance in filling out funding applications. 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Play, Recreation & Sport Committee receive the presentation for 
information. 

 Clause 14-20 above was carried 15 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel 
Bowen, Zulfiqar Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock 
ONZM, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas and Aleisha Rutherford. 

    
15-20 Confirmation of Minutes 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Brent Barrett. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the minutes of the Play, Recreation & Sport Committee meeting of 18 
March 2020 Part I Public be confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 Clause 15-20 above was carried 15 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel 
Bowen, Zulfiqar Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock 
ONZM, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas and Aleisha Rutherford. 

  

16-20 Public Comment 

 Grant Taylor, President of Victoria Esplanade Scenic Railway spoke in support 
of their submission to the options outlined in Item 8  Victoria Esplanade Park 
Road entrance and Cook Street/Park Road Intersection options (clause 16) 

He made the following comments: 

The Victoria Esplanade Scenic Railway does not support any option in respect 
to  provision of parking. An increase of 5 carparks  (Option One) is not enough 
and does not provide a vehicle link to the existing carpark at Victoria 
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Esplanade Station. 

Landscaped hard surfaced parks should be created in the grass area to provide 
for the large number of visitors. This parking should be linked to the parking by 
the Victoria Esplanade Railway Station. 

The established car park around the railway also needs replacing.  

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

That the public comment be received for information.  

 Clause 16-20 above was carried 15 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel 
Bowen, Zulfiqar Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock 
ONZM, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas and Aleisha Rutherford. 

 

17-20 Victoria Esplanade Park Road entrance and Cook Street/Park Road 
Intersection options 
Kathy Dever-Tod - Manager Parks and Reserves and Aaron Philips, Senior Parks 
Planner presented the report.  Officers explained that Option One was the 
best fit to meet the requirements of the Strategic Plan, stakeholder feedback  
from the Victoria Esplanade  User Group and available budget. 

A motion to seek an alternative option was lost because the Committee felt 
the report provided  enough information to make a decision. 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS   

1. That the report entitled “Victoria Esplanade Park Road entrance and Cook 
Street/Park Road intersection options”, dated 17 June 2020, be received. 

2. That Council approve Scenario A for the controlled intersection upgrade of 
Cook Street and Park Road, which includes a traffic signal upgrade and 
closing the access from Nathan Place to Park Road on a temporary basis to 
assess the impacts, before a decision is made to proceed with the 
permanent closure. 

 Clause 17.1 and 17.2 above were carried 15 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel 
Bowen, Zulfiqar Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock 

ONZM, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas and Aleisha Rutherford. 
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 Moved Grant Smith, seconded Vaughan Dennison. 

3. That Council approve Option One for the Park Road entrance 
reconfiguration to the Victoria Esplanade, which includes a replacement 
car park, as detailed in this report.  

4. That Council note that Victoria Esplanade Park Road entrance and Cook 
Street/Park Road intersection projects will be tendered together to try and 
obtain cost savings for both projects, to remain with the current budget 
provision. 

5. That Council note that the results of the tender will be reported to the 
Finance and Audit Committee. 

 Clause 17.3 to 17.5 were carried 11 votes to 3, with 1 abstention, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Vaughan 
Dennison, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen 

Naylor and Bruno Petrenas. 
 
Against: 
Councillors Brent Barrett, Renee Dingwall and Aleisha Rutherford. 

Abstained: 
Councillor Zulfiqar Butt. 

 Note: 

Moved Aleisha Rutherford, seconded Leonie Hapeta. 

On a motion: “That the Chief Executive report back on an alternative option encompassing the 
following features, and that this option be assessed against the criteria included in clause 5.4 
of the officer’s report titled “Victoria Esplanade Park Road Entrance and Cook Street/ Park 
Road Intersection Options”: 

a/ providing distinct separation between Esplanade Scenic Drive and the carpark areas near 
Park Road entrance and Esplanade Scenic Railway station 

b/ using the majority of the existing Esplanade Scenic Drive as the main motor vehicular route 
into the Esplanade from Park Road 

c/ not proceeding with an additional road on the sightline 

d/ advancing the lower cost option to reconfigure and improve access and safety near the 
Esplanade Scenic Railway station 

e/ preserving heritage value of the Park Road entry to Victoria Esplanade Drive  

The motion was lost 5 votes to 9, with 1 abstention, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
Councillors Leonie Hapeta, Brent Barrett, Renee Dingwall, Bruno Petrenas and Aleisha 
Rutherford. 

Against: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Susan Baty, Rachel Bowen, Vaughan Dennison, Lew 
Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock ONZM, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan and Karen Naylor. 

Abstained: 
Councillor Zulfiqar Butt. 
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18-20 Linklater Reserve Development Plan Implementation Update 

Memorandum, presented by Kathy Dever-Tod - Manager Parks and Reserves. 

The Committee congratulated the officers involved in the work done to  
transform Linklater Reserve.  It  is a fantastic destination park. 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

That the update on the Linklater Reserve Development be received. 

 Clause 18-20 above was carried 15 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel 
Bowen, Zulfiqar Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock 
ONZM, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas and Aleisha Rutherford. 

 
19-20 Committee Work Schedule 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded Aleisha Rutherford. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Play, Recreation & Sport Committee receive its Work Schedule 
dated  June 2020. 

 
 Clause 19-20 above was carried 15 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, Brent Barrett, Susan Baty, Rachel 
Bowen, Zulfiqar Butt, Vaughan Dennison, Renee Dingwall, Lew Findlay QSM, Patrick Handcock 
ONZM, Lorna Johnson, Billy Meehan, Karen Naylor, Bruno Petrenas and Aleisha Rutherford. 

 

The meeting finished at 3.44pm. 
 

Confirmed  21 October 2020 

 

 

 
Chairperson 
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PRESENTATION 

TO: Play, Recreation & Sport Committee 

MEETING DATE: 21 October 2020 

TITLE: Petition - Construction of the Palmerston North Children's 
Skatepark. 

FROM: Leo Mwape Matongkanshi 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO PLAY, RECREATION & SPORT COMMITTEE 

1. That the Play, Recreation & Sport Committee receive the petition for information. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

Petition requesting the construction of a children’s skatepark will be presented by Leo 
Mwape Matongkanshi 
 
The petition is as follows: 
I, by signing this petition is voicing my support for the construction of a new skate park for 
the younger children of Palmerston North. We the people believe that the skatepark has 
become a hazardous area for not only our younger children, but our youths and other users 
of the skatepark. We sign this in the hopes it will reach our council and our voices be heard 
as is our right under Section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. In unison we 
propose the construction of a new skatepark specifically for children as a safety precaution 
for all. 
 
Signed by 101 people.  
 
Note: To protect the privacy of the young people who have signed this petition it has not 
been attached. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 

1. Background Information - Petition - Children's Skatepark ⇩   
    

PRSC_20201021_AGN_9877_AT_files/PRSC_20201021_AGN_9877_AT_Attachment_24356_1.PDF
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Play, Recreation & Sport Committee 

MEETING DATE: 21 October 2020 

TITLE: Hokowhitu Lagoon Water Quality - Investigation and Monitoring 
Progress Report - October 2020 

PRESENTED BY: Robert van Bentum, Manager - Transport and Infrastructure  

APPROVED BY: Sheryl Bryant, Acting Chief Infrastructure Officer  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO PLAY, RECREATION & SPORT COMMITTEE 

1. To receive the report titled “Hokowhitu Lagoon Water Quality – Investigation and 
Monitoring Progress Report – October 2020”, noting the progress made and the 
further work scheduled to be undertaken in the 2020-21 Financial Year.  

 
 

 

1. ISSUE 

1.1 In June 2018, following several reported incidents of recreational users of Hokowhitu 
Lagoon becoming sick, follow-up monitoring of the lagoon waters confirmed 
elevated levels of a range of bacterial species. Council Officers subsequently 
committed to a series of actions to respond to the contamination risks. In addition to 
upgrading signage at the lagoon to advise users of the health risks of contact 
recreation, and development of a Health Risk Management Plan, Officers agreed to 
advance a coordinated investigation and monitoring programme. The aim of the 
work was to identify significant sources of contamination and identify any cost- 
effective options for reducing or mitigating the negative effects on lagoon water 
quality. 

 
1.2 The Sport and Recreation Committee was presented with the first in a series of 

annual reports on progress made with the investigation and monitoring work being 
undertaken in September 2019. The Committee endorsed the proposed monitoring 
plan and investigation approach and requested a further update be provided in 
September 2020. This report comprises that update.  

 
2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Hokowhitu Lagoon is one of several remnant water bodies within the city boundaries 
which were previous alignments of the Manawatu River. Like many of these bodies 
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 they have been significantly modified over the period of development of the city. 
Private properties have been constructed right up to the water’s edge with 
landscaped gardens developed along much of the western fringe. The eastern fringe 
of the Lagoon is public park with significant numbers of waterfowl including ducks, 
geese and swans. Public users of the park include large numbers of dog walkers. 

 
2.2 The Hokowhitu Lagoon is estimated to be the receiving environment for 

approximately 275 ha of urban land (refer figure 1 below). Council asset 
management system records 14 separate stormwater discharges ranging from 
individual road sumps, and property level connections to extensive stormwater 
networks extending into the Hokowhitu residential area. Figure 2 indicates the 
approximate location of the various point discharges.  

 

 

Figure 1 – Plan of the Approximate Catchment Draining to Hokowhitu Lagoon 
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Figure 2 - Existing Stormwater Discharge Locations to Hokowhitu Lagoon. 

 

2.3 Through stormwater discharges from the network, the lagoon is receiving significant 
quantities of urban pollutants including oils, sediments and metal contaminants from 
roads as well as litter and organic material via roofs, property hard stand areas as 
well as berms and footpaths. Significant quantities of animal faeces, plant organic 
matter and soil is also being entrained in the stormwater. There is also likely to be 
some wastewater entering the stormwater network from leaking and faulty 
wastewater networks. 

3. FINDINGS / PROGRESS TO DATE 

3.1 A comprehensive and robust monitoring approach and plan was developed by 
consultants GHD in June 2018 to try to identify the key sources of significant 
contamination and any practical mitigation options. The comprehensive monitoring 
plan provided sampling of stormwater at 20 locations within the lagoon both prior 
to, during and following major rain events.  
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 3.2 Implementation of the monitoring programme was constrained by several factors 
including the practicality of accessing many of the outfalls and the practicality of 
obtaining samples from all 20 locations (shown in Figure 2) within the 1st hour of any 
storm. To address this a baseline monitoring programme was developed which 
provided for monthly monitoring of 6 mid-point locations within the lagoon (refer 
Figure 3). 

3.3 Two rounds out of four baseline monitoring consistently revealed high E-coli 
readings at mid-point 1, 5 and 6 (mid-01, mid-05 and mid-06). The third and fourth 
round of monitoring included sampling some of the outfalls discharging directly to 
the lagoon in the vicinity of mid-points 1 and 5. Based on the sampling undertaken in 
September and October 2019, it was discovered that outlet SW-10 comprising DN 
750mm diameter pipe discharging from Ihaka Street had significantly higher E-coli 
levels compared to the other outfalls and mid-point sampling locations.  

 

 
Figure 3 - Proposed Locations for Long Term Monitoring Plan 
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3.4 The findings prompted Council Officers to amend the monitoring plan to target the 
investigations on the specific stormwater outfalls where higher levels of E coli had 
been detected.  Sampling was subsequently focussed on the stormwater network 
draining to SW-03, SW09 and SW-10, in order to identify the specific sub-catchments 
or streets with the higher levels of contamination. This approach will enable the 
larger catchments to be further divided enabling localised monitoring and sampling 
to hopefully identify specific point sources of contamination. 

3.5 From February 2020 till September 2020, 4 rounds of event-based sampling have 
been undertaken at 23 stormwater manholes within the three catchments. The 
samples were collected within 2-4 hours from the start of the rain event.  Except for 
the 18 February no other sampling was undertaken during the whole summer 
season. The programme was suspended during the lockdown period and re-
commenced at end of May 2020.  Samples were collected from the selected 
manholes for the following four storm events: 

• 18 February 2020 (results in red) 

• 25 May 2020 (results in blue) 

• 12 June 2020 (results in green) 

• 18 September 2020 (results in black) 

3.6  The samples were analysed for the following water quality parameters: 

• Escherichia coli (E coli); 

• Suspended solids 

• pH 

• Conductivity 

• Total Nitrogen 

• Total Phosphorus 

3.7 The sampled locations and specifically the E-coli results (MPN/100mL) for the four 
events are shown in Figure 4, with data displayed for the events for which results are 
available (refer Attachment 1 for a higher resolution version of Figure 4) 

3.8 The sample results for E-coli undertaken in 2020 are summarised in Table 1 below 
(refer Attachment 2 for full sampling results). The major outcome of the sampling 
has been to confirm that the main source of contamination is the DN 750mm pipe 
discharging through Ihaka Street. This 750mm pipe drains approximately 50% or 
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 close to 140 ha of the total 275 ha of catchment draining into the Hokowhitu 
Lagoon. This 140 ha includes Te Awe Awe St, and a significant portion of the Awatea 
catchment extending to Churchill basin up to Main St.  
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Figure 4: E-coli sampling points and results (MPN/100mL) 
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 Table 1.  Summary of Monitoring Results 

 
 

4. ANALYSIS OF MONITORING RESULTS AND FOLLOW-UP 

4.1 The acceptable levels of E-coli for a single sample within a recreational water body as 
stipulated within the Ministry for the Environment Microbiological Guidelines is 550 
MPN/100 mL while the requirement in the National Policy Statement for Freshwater 
Management is 540 MPN/100mL. E coli readings for the sampling locations in the 
stormwater network are all higher than acceptable levels for freshwater. Although, 
the E-coli levels vary significantly across the sampled locations, E-coli is present at 
elevated levels in all the stormwater networks discharging to the Hokowhitu Lagoon 
catchment. 

 
4.2 Results for other water quality parameters, such as suspended solids, pH, 

conductivity, total nitrogen and total phosphorus, indicate elevated levels of these 
contaminants in the stormwater discharge.  
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4.3 Those sampling locations where E-coli concentrations exceed 5000 MPN/100mL, 
have been defined as higher risk catchments and sampling points were concentrated 
within these catchments. More specific investigations are being planned to try to 
identify specific contamination sources. For network sections with E-coli levels less 
than 5000 MPN/100mL, monitoring and sampling will continue by sampling more 
manholes to better understand the pattern and specific source of the contaminants, 
in the coming months.   

4.4 To-date, sampling locations have been randomly selected, and the results vary 
significantly between events and within the same network line.  On-going sampling is 
required to establish both baseline and event related contamination levels to enable 
more targeted approach to the next level of investigation.  

4.5 The next area planned for intensive monitoring will be manholes or discharge 
locations to the Awatea Stream. Testing will be undertaken both pre and post rain 
events, to establish levels and locations of elevated contamination.  

5. SPECIFIC INVESTIGATIONS FOR HIGH RISK CATCHMENTS  

5.1 For sub-catchments or streets identified as high risk based on E-coli levels, smoke 
testing and CCTV visual inspection will be undertaken in order to try to identify 
problem connections or sections of the wastewater network which might be 
contributing wastewater to the stormwater network.  

5.2 Smoke testing involves injecting a dense, non-toxic and odourless smoke into the 
wastewater network and then observing where the smoke escapes. If smoke 
emerges from storm drains or rises from lawns, pavements or the streets, this 
typically indicates problems with cracked wastewater pipes, damaged manholes, and 
or potential cross-connections to the stormwater network.  

5.3 Lawns and open spaces such as parks and reserves within these high-risk catchments 
with high avian and animal faecal matter levels will be investigated further to 
identify whether they are a significant source of pollutants. This work as well as 
identifying wastewater contamination sources is also likely to identify stormwater 
discharges to wastewater network (Infiltration and Inflow – I&I).  

6. NETWORK INVESTIGATION WORK 

6.1 As part of the on-going annual CCTV inspection programme undertaken by Council of 
its buried stormwater and sewer network, several stormwater pipes discharging to 
the Hokowhitu Lagoon catchment were included in the 2018 programme of work. 
The results of the CCTV inspection revealed the DN 750 pipe (SW-10) had significant 
cracking at 2 locations requiring significant repair work. As the DN 750 pipe runs 
underneath private properties, the most cost-effective solution is to reline the pipe. 
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 6.2 The relining work has been included in the schedule of lining work to be undertaken 
this year. The work is planned for the coming summer season when the water level 
in the lagoon will be low enough to enable construction of a temporary platform at 
the outfall to facilitate the relining works to proceed.  

6.3 It is envisaged that some improvement in water quality should be achieved through 
this relining work, as there are several private sewer pipe connections as well as 
Council’s waste-water pipe laid within the same corridor as the DN 750 stormwater 
pipe. There is high risk that any wastewater leaking from the wastewater pipes could 
infiltrate into the stormwater pipeline along this reach.   

6.4 CCTV inspection of the stormwater network will be continued over the next 
2-3 years with priority given to inspection of those stormwater lines which run close 
to existing sewer pipelines and wherever there is evidence of structural or 
performance defects. Some of the proposed pipe lengths to be inspected in this 
year’s CCTV programme are shown in Figure 5 below.  

 

Figure 5 –Proposed Sections for CCTV Inspection 20/21 within Churchill Basin 

7. PROGRESS OF WIDER INITIATIVES CONTRIBUTING TO IMPROVING HOKOWHITU 
LAGOON WATER QUALITY AND HEALTH 

7.1 Since the September 2019 report, progress has been made by Council in 
combination with several developers to advance planning and design of projects and 
initiatives with the objective of improving the quality of stormwater discharges to 
the lagoon. The specific initiatives and the potential effect on water quality are 
briefly described below. 
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7.2 Bore Water Replenishment System. The bore water replenishment system to enable 
the Hokowhitu lagoon ground and surface water inflows to be supplemented with 
pumped shallow groundwater particularly during the summer period has been 
working well. This will continue to encourage flushing of nutrient and other 
contaminants during lagoon low water inflow periods contributing to improvements 
in water quality. The water levels in the lagoon has been steadily maintained via this 
system and the weir control structure at the outlet end of the lagoon. 

7.3 Stage1 – Centennial Development. Significant change has been made to the Stage 1 
of the residential sub-division development of the Hokowhitu campus. This 
development does not drain into the lagoon anymore and the proposed network has 
been re-routed to discharge into the existing Council’s network downstream which is 
draining to the Manawatu River. There is still expected to be some measurable 
improvement to the water quality in the lagoon as stormwater from the entire 
development will now be treated through rain gardens and discharged downstream 
of the lagoon outlet.   

7.4 Lake Edge Refurbishment: Council has completed work on upgrading the eastern 
lake edge to replace the failing timber retaining wall with more natural landscaped 
edges that provides some degree of treatment. The banks are now planted with 
suitable species of plants both to promote enough vegetation cover and to intercept 
and capture some of the overland flow which entrains animal faecal material and 
sediment. 

7.5 City Wide Water Quality and Cultural Monitoring Programme: In the coming Long-
Term Plan, specific locations have been identified for long-term real-time monitoring 
of critical water quality parameters. Awatea Stream and the Hokowhitu Lagoon have 
been identified as key locations to be included in this monitoring programme.    

8. SCOPE OF WORK FOR 2020/21 

8.1 All work undertaken to date has been funded from existing maintenance and 
operational programme budgets and specifically: 

• Stormwater Activity budgets – Investigations and Planning (CCTV inspections 
and sampling) 

• Operating Programme 1369 City-Wide Water Quality and Cultural Monitoring 
(sample analysis) 

8.2 Officers have identified a range of the actions identified in sections 5 and 6 which 
can be advanced from existing budgets including: 

• CCTV of selected pipelines in high risk catchments to be funded from 
Stormwater Activity Budget – Planning and Investigations 
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 • Lining repairs of the 750 mm pipe draining Te Awe Awe and Albert Street 
sub-catchment to be funded from Programme 1060 – Stormwater Pipe 
Renewals 

8.3 The further work including event based sampling and analysis of stormwater 
discharges in the Awatea Stream and smoke testing and more detailed CCTV 
inspection of high risk catchments will be put on hold pending approval of a 
dedicated budget as part of the 2021-31 LTP.  

9. SUMMARY 

9.1 Identifying and addressing the discharge of contaminated stormwater to the 
Hokowhitu lagoon is problematic given the size of the catchment, the variety and 
number of potential contaminant sources and the complexity of the network. 
Achieving any measurable improvement will require significant effort over an 
extended period. 

9.2 The inspection and monitoring work completed to date have identified that all 
sections of the sewer network contribute some contaminants to the Hokowhitu 
lagoon, although some sub-catchments appear to contribute disproportionately 
higher levels based on the E-coli results.  

9.3 Long term it is recommended that pipes in high risk catchments are smoke tested 
and CCTV inspected to identify potential sources for the contamination. It is also 
recommended that event based stormwater monitoring continue and be extended 
to other parts of the wider catchment. 

9.4 Council will advance some limited CCTV inspection and lining work under existing 
2020-21 programmes budgets. However smoke testing, extensive CCTV inspections 
of the priority catchments as well as an extension of event based stormwater 
monitoring to the Awatea Stream will be put on hold. On-going funding will be 
sought to fund on-going investigations and remediation of stormwater 
contamination through a dedicated programme as part of the 2021-31 LTP.   

9.5 Council will continue to collaborate with developers, residents and other 
stakeholders to identify and implement other initiatives to improve the water quality 
in the Hokowhitu Lagoon, including implementing at source treatment solutions.  

10. COMPLIANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Does the Committee have delegated authority to decide? 

If Yes quote relevant clause(s) from Delegations Manual  
Yes 

Are the decisions significant? No 

If they are significant do they affect land or a body of water?  
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Can this decision only be made through a 10 Year Plan? No 

Does this decision require consultation through the Special Consultative 
procedure? 

No 

Is there funding in the current Annual Plan for these actions? Yes 

Are the recommendations inconsistent with any of Council’s policies or 
plans? 

No 

The recommendations contribute to Goal 2: A Creative and Exciting City and Goal 4 an Eco-
City.  

The recommendations contribute to the outcomes of the Creative and Liveable Strategy 
and the Eco-City Strategy. 

The recommendations contribute to the achievement of action/actions in the Active 
Community Plan and the Three Waters Plan 

The actions include: 

• Provide and maintain city reserves, neighbourhood reserves, playgrounds, sports 
field, Central Energy Trust Arena Manawatu, aquatic facilities, walkways, shared 
paths, sport and recreation facilities. 

• Urban waterways (sic. lagoons) are thriving eco-systems  

 

Contribution to 
strategic direction 
and to social, 
economic, 
environmental 
and cultural well-
being 

The programme of work is helping to establish the baseline water 
quality in the lagoon and the various contributing stormwater 
networks. By identifying specific high risk catchments and locations 
with elevated E.coli levels, Council can target investigation and 
remediation work to reduce stormwater contamination of the 
Hokowhitu lagoon and reduce health risks for recreational users of the 
lagoon.  

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Attachment 1 High Resolution version of Figure 4 ⇩   
2. Attachment 2 Full Set of Monitoring Results ⇩   
    

PRSC_20201021_AGN_9877_AT_files/PRSC_20201021_AGN_9877_AT_Attachment_24368_1.PDF
PRSC_20201021_AGN_9877_AT_files/PRSC_20201021_AGN_9877_AT_Attachment_24368_2.PDF
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Play, Recreation & Sport Committee 

MEETING DATE: 21 October 2020 

TITLE: Artificial Turf - Needs Assessment 

PRESENTED BY: Julie Macdonald, Strategy and Policy Manager  

APPROVED BY: David Murphy, Acting General Manager - Strategy and Planning  
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO PLAY, RECREATION AND SPORT COMMITTEE: 

1. To receive the report ‘Artificial Turf – Needs Assessment’ by Recreation, Sport and 
Leisure Consultancy as provided in attachment 1. 

2. That the proposal to do a feasibility study (at a cost of $35,000) outlined in attachment 
1 be referred to the 10 Year Plan 2021–31 process. 

3. That other programmes relating to programme #1133 – Artificial Football Turf, such as 
design and consenting and Council’s capital contribution to an artificial turf, are also 
referred to the 10 Year Plan 2021–31 decision-making process. 

 
 

 

1. ISSUE 

1.1 Following the presentation of a financial assessment of a proposed artificial football 
surface in September 2019, Council commissioned an independent needs 
assessment to examine the current and future demand for both grass and artificial 
sports fields.  This report was prepared by Recreation, Sport, Leisure (RSL) 
Consultants (attachment 1). 

 
1.2 The ‘Artificial Turf – Needs Assessment’ (June 2020) concluded: 

- Population growth will generate increased participation in winter sports codes 

and changes in approach that will encourage greater participation. 

- Football and rugby union sporting codes currently have to compromise their 
delivery as they cannot consistently access enough training venues. 

- Modelling of future field requirements show an undersupply in current and 
future weekday training capacity. 
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1.3 RSL recommends proceeding to the feasibility phase of this project to meet the 

identified needs of the sporting codes outlined in the report.  Staff support this 
recommendation, which is consistent with the next step of the Council-endorsed 
investment decision-making process in the Manawatū-Whanganui Regional Sports 
Facility Plan. 

 
1.4 As there is no budget to proceed with this work in the current 2020/21 financial 

year, a programme to prepare a feasibility study in 2021/22 needs to be considered 
as part of the 10 Year Plan 2021-31 process.  Future stages of the current 
programme (#1133) will also need to be considered as part of the 10 Year Plan 
process. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Demand for an artificial football turf has been expressed by the football community 
for many years through the Central Football Federation, football’s regional 
organisation representing the Central North Island.  Central Football successfully 
lobbied, through a submission to Council, to develop an artificial turf with budgets 
subsequently included in the Council’s 2015-25 10 Year Plan.  A key driver for this 
project was the prospect of Central Football accessing a significant proportion of the 
cost of the turf through ‘Facility Forward’ funding through football’s international 
governing body, FIFA. 

2.2 The 2018-28 10 Year Plan re-prioritised the timing of the original budgets for this 
project, moving the construction budget to 2021/22 (from 2020/21) and allowing for 
a $83,000 budget for design in consenting in 2019/20. 

2.3 Due to a desire for Council to consider a partnered turf option as raised as a 
preference by Central Football, in April 2018 the Council decided that should the turf 
be constructed on a non-Council site then the funding would be as an operational 
grant of $550,000.   The balance of any funding for the construction of any artificial 
turf would need to be externally fundraised. 

2.3 A site selection process for the turf facility was undertaken by an assessment team in 
late 2018.  At the March 2019 meeting of the Sport and Recreation Committee, staff, 
on behalf of the assessment team, recommended a preferred site for the artificial 
turf. Council decided that further investigation of the financial aspects of the 
proposed turf was required prior to deciding about the location of the turf 

2.4 The $83,000 budgeted for design and consenting for the 2019/20 financial year was 
unspent, due to Council requiring further financial and needs assessments to be 
undertaken. 
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2.5 The financial assessment was reported to the Sport and Recreation Committee in 
September 2019 (in Part II) but has since been released to the public. The 
recommendations adopted by Council were: 

58-19 Artificial football turf - Financial Assessment 

1. That the Council receives the report ‘Financial Assessment of the Proposed 
Football Surface’ by Recreation, Sport and Leisure Consultancy as provided in 
Attachment 1. 

2. That the Council defer a decision on a preferred location for the artificial football 
turf until further work is undertaken as detailed in the Recreation, Sport and 
Leisure Consultancy Financial Assessment report (Attachment 1). 

3. That a portion of the $83,000 budget for artificial football turf design and 
consenting (refer programme #1133 for the 2019/20 year) is reallocated to fund 
the recommended needs analysis and feasibility work in the Recreation, Sport and 
Leisure Consultancy report. 

4. That the investment decision-making process (adopted by Council) in the 
Manawatū-Whanganui Regional Sport Facility Plan (RSFP) guides future actions 
relating to this project. 

5. That the assessment team is thanked for their work and informed that the RSFP 
investment decision-making process will guide the future process steps. 

6. That any decisions arising from this report are released to Part I once Central 
Football, Massey University and Central Energy Trust Arena representatives have 
been advised of the next steps. 

3. KEY FINDINGS OF THE NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

3.1 The key findings of the RSL ‘Artificial Turf – Needs Assessment’ report (attachment 1) 
are summarised as: 

- An increase in the City’s population will generate an increase in participants in 
winter sports codes. This increase is likely to be further consolidated by several 
codes who are changing their approach to encourage greater participation.  

- Football, rugby union and hockey codes will remain the largest users of winter 
sports fields. Both football and rugby union codes are currently having to 
compromise their delivery as they cannot consistently access enough training 
venues. Hockey has moved to an artificial turf model and this ensures players 
train and compete on quality surfaces, regardless of environmental conditions. 
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- Several scenarios relating to future field requirements all show an undersupply in 
current and future weekday training capacity. Codes are implementing the 
following strategies to overcome this shortfall: 

• Reducing optimal training time allocations for teams. 

• More teams training on these fields than is ideal. 

• Training on fields that are designated for competitions. 

• Cancelling trainings to preserve competition fields. 

- Artificial turf has been proven in other centres and is seen as an efficient way of 
increasing training capacity. PNCC has already invested in one multi-use artificial 
turf at the Central Energy Trust Arena.  

3.2 The RSL report recommends that Council proceeds to the feasibility phase of this 
project to determine the preferred option to meet the identified needs of the 
sporting codes.  This feasibility study would also allow greater analysis of the impact 
the Arena artificial turf has had on the overall sportsfield network. 

 
4. FEEDBACK ON THE RSL REPORT FROM KEY STAKEHOLDERS 

4.1 Key project stakeholders Central Football, New Zealand Football, Massey University, 
Sport New Zealand, and other sports codes referenced in the report, were given the 
opportunity to provide feedback on the needs assessment report. 

 
4.2 Central Football’s comments on the needs assessment report are summarised as: 

- The needs assessment report concludes that improved and more facilities are 

needed for this sport (football). 

- There needs to be two new multi-code lit artificial turfs, with the positioning of 
such critical. 

- If two new multi-code artificial turfs are not a consideration, there needs to be 
one new football-specific lit artificial turf. 

- Alongside any new artificial turf, upgrades to current grass turfs will still be 

required, which would be applicable across all codes.   

4.3 Massey University, Sport NZ and NZ Football have supported the Council following 
the decision-making process and commended the thoroughness of the RSL report. 
Sports codes involved in providing input into the needs assessment have not 
provided any further comment on the completed RSL report.   
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4.4 The report was also shared with the Manawatū-Whanganui Regional Sports Facility 
Plan Steering Group comprised of representatives from Sport Manawatū (as the 
RSFP lead), Sport NZ, and the seven territorial authorities that make up the region. 
The feedback from Steering Group members is: 

- Support for future stages of work, such as the recommended feasibility study, to 
follow the investment decision-making process in the RSFP. 

- Unknown sport and recreation preferences of people in the future that may have 
a bearing on decision-making for artificial surfaces. 

- Preparedness of sports codes that require artificial surfaces to accommodate 

active ageing population and the activities that could be undertaken. 

- Use of school artificial turfs after-hours – more information on community use 
required. 

- Benefits of developing a ‘schools framework’ for sports facility developments that 

may meet both school and community needs (a recommendation in the RSFP). 

- Impacts on regional football performance (competition level), due to the lack of 
an artificial surface, have been experienced in other regions. 

- Potential to examine the charging model for the Arena turf for Central Football. 

- Identification of more collaboration across the sector through user group 

meetings, shared calendars and regular contact with Council. 

- How does the sport fields deficit highlighted in the report compare to other 
centres of a similar size? 

5. DISCUSSION 

5.1 Staff consider there are several benefits of proceeding with the next stage of work. 
The proposed feasibility study will: 

- Confirm Council’s commitment to progress through the steps in the 
investment decision-making process when considering new sports facilities. 

- Examine the project in a broader regional context in line with the 
implementation of the Regional Sports Facility Plan.  

- Inform decisions that need to be made on future CETA Master plan 
programmes related to the construction of a second artificial sports turf and 
the reconfiguration of the rear fields (Arena 6). 
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- Reconnect with and explore the aspirations of other potential partners, 
particularly those in the education sector who have previously indicated 
interest in the construction of artificial sports surfaces. 

- Reconsider the financial aspects of the project given changes to the funding 

landscape since the financial assessment was carried out (including 
examining any impacts of COVID-19 on external funding opportunities). 

- Ensure Council’s relationship with the main proponent of the football turf, 
Central Football, is maintained alongside any other potential partners and 
stakeholders. 

6. NEXT STEPS 

6.1 If the Council adopts the recommendations then the proposed feasibility study will 
be considered as part of the 10 Year Plan process. 

7. COMPLIANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Does the Committee have delegated authority to decide? 

If Yes quote relevant clause(s) from Delegations Manual <Enter text> 
No 

Are the decisions significant? No 

If they are significant do they affect land or a body of water? No 

Can this decision only be made through a 10 Year Plan? Yes 

Does this decision require consultation through the Special Consultative 
procedure? 

No 

Is there funding in the current Annual Plan for these actions? No 

Are the recommendations inconsistent with any of Council’s policies or 
plans? 

No 

The recommendations contribute to Goal 2: A Creative and Exciting City 

The recommendations contribute to the outcomes of the Creative and Liveable Strategy 

The recommendations contribute to the achievement of action/actions in the Active 
Community Plan 

The action is: Facilitate sports code-led developments where there is demonstrated 
community benefit. 

Contribution to 
strategic direction 
and to social, 
economic, 
environmental 

The needs assessment work has provided evidence of needs of 
particular sporting codes for both grass and artificial sports fields that 
justify progressing to examining the feasibility aspects of the proposal.  
This work will progress a football-led proposal for an artificial football 
turf and will assist in Council’s future decision-making processes 
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and cultural well-
being 

related to being a more active community. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Artificial Turf - Needs Assessment (June 2020) ⇩   
    

PRSC_20201021_AGN_9877_AT_files/PRSC_20201021_AGN_9877_AT_Attachment_24310_1.PDF
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Play, Recreation & Sport Committee 

MEETING DATE: 21 October 2020 

TITLE: Proposal from Sport Manawatū to use carried-forward unspent 
Sports Event Partnership Funds 

PRESENTED BY: Julie Macdonald, Strategy & Policy Manager  

APPROVED BY: David Murphy, Acting General Manager - Strategy and Planning  
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO COMMITTEE 

1. That the Committee receive the report titled Proposal from Sport Manawatū to use 
carried-forward unspent Sports Event Partnership Funds dated 21 October 2020. 

2. That the Council approve the use of $31,000 of the carried-forward Sports Event 
Partnership Fund from 2019/20 for Sport Manawatū to review the Sports Event 
Partnership Fund and prepare a retention and attraction plan for secondary school and 
other sports events. 

 

1. ISSUE 

1.1 Sport Manawatū proposes that $31,000 of the carried-forward Sport Events 
Partnership Fund (SEPF) from the 2019/20 year be allocated to review the SEPF and 
prepare a retention and attraction plan for secondary school and other sports events 
(the development of a less in-depth piece of work is identified as an action in the 
current funding agreement).   

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 The Sports Event Partnership Fund (SEPF) comprises 10-year plan programme #799 
Events - Major School Sports Events funding (a budget of $88,312 in the 2019/20 
year) and an additional budget of $128,859 (some of which is specifically targeted to 
the retention of secondary school sports events). 

2.2 COVID-19 gathering restrictions meant the cancellation or postponement of some 
planned sports events that were to receive support through the Sports Event 
Partnership Fund. There is, therefore, $95,902 of the 2019/20 allocation of $217,171 
annual fund budget currently unspent that has been carried forward to 2020/21.  
These funds are held by Sport Manawatū. 
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2.3 During the 2020/21 Annual Budget process the funding position was recognised, and 
it was agreed that Sport Manawatū return $20,000 of these unspent funds to the 
Council. At that time, Council and Sport Manawatū reached an agreement that any 
other remaining funds would be carried forward to the 2020/21 funding year to be 
available for distribution to applicants to the SEPF. Sport Manawatū and Council also 
agreed that any repurposing of unspent funds would be brought to Council for 
consideration. 

2.4 Sport Manawatū now proposes that $31,000 of the carried-forward Sport Events 
Partnership Fund from the 2019/20 year be allocated to review the SEPF and 
prepare a retention and attraction plan for secondary school and other sports events 
(the development of a less in-depth piece of work is identified as an action in the 
current funding agreement). An outcome of this proposed work is to clarify roles and 
responsibilities for sports events management. 

2.5 This work will be carried out by a consultant and will involve a stakeholder reference 
group to oversee the development of the plan. Council staff will be part of this 
group. 

3. ANALYSIS OF SPORT MANAWATŪ’S PROPOSAL 

3.1 Staff consider that Sport Manawatū is not sufficiently funded by Council to carry out 
proactive work around the retention and attraction of sports events; its predominant 
focus under the agreement is on the administration of the SEPF and some limited 
support for local/community event co-ordination and leverage opportunities. The 
scope of work that Sport Manawatū is suggesting is greater than what was originally 
envisaged within the funding agreement. 

3.2 While Council is carrying out some general events retention work (focussing on 
capability and capacity) sports event management is a specialised area and Sport 
Manawatū is better placed to deliver this work at this time. There is an action in 
Council’s Events and Festivals Plan ‘to develop and events and festivals retention 
plan’ however this work has not been scoped and is now planned to commence next 
year.  

3.3 Currently the SEPF is a reactive process reliant on event organisers approaching 
Sport Manawatū for funding assistance and, due to an increasingly competitive 
events market, a more proactive approach is essential to retain the national 
secondary school events the City has traditionally hosted (particularly basketball, 
volleyball and badminton secondary school events). 

3.4 While there are a number of benefits of carrying out this work (especially as these 
events generate considerable economic benefit to the City) it is noted that Council is 
under considerable financial pressure as a result of the COVID-19 restrictions. 
Agreement to this proposal will preclude at least this portion of the carried-forward 
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funds being available either to be reallocated to sports events or to be returned to 
Council at the end of the year. 

4. NEXT STEPS 

4.1 The funding agreement will be updated for year two to reflect any changes agreed 
by Council as a result of Sport Manawatū’s request to repurpose unspent SEPF from 
2019/20. 

5. COMPLIANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Does the Committee have delegated authority to decide? 

If Yes quote relevant clause(s) from Delegations Manual clause 
No 

Are the decisions significant? No 

If they are significant do they affect land or a body of water? No 

Can this decision only be made through a 10 Year Plan? No 

Does this decision require consultation through the Special Consultative 
procedure? 

No 

Is there funding in the current Annual Plan for these actions? Yes 

Are the recommendations inconsistent with any of Council’s policies or 
plans? 

No 

The recommendations contribute to Goal 2: A Creative and Exciting City 

The recommendations contribute to the outcomes of the Creative and Liveable Strategy 

The recommendations contribute to the achievement of action/actions in the Active 
Community Plan 

The action is: Contract Sport Manawatū to deliver sport and recreation services to meet a 
number of community outcomes sought by Council 

It also contributes to actions in the Events and Festivals and the Economic Development 
Plans. 

Contribution to 
strategic direction 
and to social, 
economic, 
environmental 
and cultural well-
being 

A strong working relationship with Sport Manawatū is essential in 
meeting a range of strategic outcomes sought by the Council. The 
delivery of actions, priorities and outcomes in the Active Community 
Plan requires close collaboration with Sport Manawatū who are well-
positioned in the community to deliver relevant services. The new 
funding agreement and strategic partnership plan will assist future 
services and activities to be delivered to the community. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

NIL    
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COMMITTEE WORK SCHEDULE 

TO: Play, Recreation & Sport Committee 

MEETING DATE: 21 October 2020 

TITLE: Committee Work Schedule  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO PLAY, RECREATION & SPORT COMMITTEE 

1. That the Play, Recreation & Sport Committee receive its Work Schedule for October 
2020. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Work Schedule ⇩   
    

PRSC_20201021_AGN_9877_AT_files/PRSC_20201021_AGN_9877_AT_Attachment_24328_1.PDF
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