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Te Ha o Hine-ahu-one ge ¥ . “ong
Palmerston North Women'’s Health Collective
53 Waldegrave Street
P.O. Box 4253
PALMERSTON NORTH 4442

Phone: (06) 357 0314
pnwhc@xtra.co.nz
www.pnwomenshealth.org.nz

Palmerston North
Women's Health Collective

9™ December 2020

Palmerston North City Council
Environmental & Sustainability Committee
Submission on Ecoburial

Introduction

Te Ha o Hine-ahu-one Palmerston North Women’s Health Collective, and before that
the Palmerston North Women’s Homedeath Group which involved past and present
members of the Collective, have repeatedly raised the issue of the need for an
ecoburial option with PNCC. This became part of my (Jean’s) work when I was doing
my PhD in the 1990s — ‘Reclaiming the Last Rites (Rights) Women and After-death
Policies, Practices and Beliefs in Aotearoa New Zealand’.

We have come today to again urge Council to support the establishment of
ecoburial options as part of the mahi of striving for an eco-city. This could
initially be part of the current PNCC land used for burials, it could be a collaboration
with the wider region or a PNCC stand-alone suitable natural burial site.

We are not sure how much work has already occurred as PNCC almost set up an
ecoburial site a few years ago but this was challenged as being flood prone land and
was abandoned. We have recently become active again in the after-death area and
have met with and networked with a number of knowledgeable people in this area
through attending a hui in Whakatane.

An ecoburial option could be stand alone or part of a current cemetery
Requires:

- No mowing

- No spraying

- Just a tree, no concrete or marble headstones
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Natural Burial NZ advises about the establishment of ecoburial sites and certifies
these. They advise that currently there are 9 certified and 7 uncertified natural burial
sites. Certified ecoburial sites include Otaki and New Plymouth Awanui Cemetery.

There are a number of burial options being used for this including cardboard coffins,
willow, bamboo material shrouds, harakeke options and certified coffins that meet
requirements.

We have begun networking locally and would like to see a community resource set up
to help provide low cost options for whanau wanting to do things without a funeral
director. We have been in touch with Bridgette Murphy and the Rangiwahia
Environmental Arts Centre Trust (REACT) who has had some success with her
submission to the Manawatu District Council for the natural burial option.

A community resource kit could include an Atamira matao, a refrigerated cooling
refrigeration unit that goes under the coffin to keep the tipapaku cool. Moe Turoa has
had these made and they are being used at marae around the Fast Coast who hire this
(and collect from an East Coast medical centre). He will sell these for $7,000. Claire
Turner from ‘Only With Love’ who is based in Queenstown sells shrouds made of a
soft strong bamboo material (these have handles attached), and Techniice which is
cold but dry and can be used to keep the body cold. Some are also making
harakeke/flax options for burial. Menz Shed make coffins and help people make their
own coffins, but currently we understand that glue is used which is not acceptable for
ecoburial.

Part of the national networking we are part of involves a plan to train people to
assist/awhi those wanting help to care for their dead themselves. A personalised after-
death time that fulfills the wishes of the dead person and those close to them is often
very important to people. Eco-burial options may be a very important part of this.
Low cost options and appropriate community support for whanau and their support
people can be crucial in addressing funeral poverty. We are keen to see community
development in this area for Palmerston North.

Dr Jean Hera
Manager and Community Health Worker
for Te Ha o Hine-ahu-one Palmerston North Women’s Health Collective Inc.

Krys Baker

Volunteer Co-ordinator

for Te Whare o nga Wahine Palmerston North Women’s Centre
Governance member

for Te Ha o Hine-ahu-one Palmerston North Women’s Health Collective Inc.
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