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Verbal submission to PNCC regarding rates. 

17.5.2023 

Tena koutou katoa 

This is a  submission by Peter and Isobel Wilson,

Our submission is that the rating system using land-only rather than capital (total) valuation is unfair. 

This submission proposes that Palmerston North residential rates assessment uses total rather than 

land-only valuation.   

Background 

• Our land area is 2428sqm. 

• Total valuation $1.81m:  $1.67m land + $140k improvements 

o i.e. high land and low improvements valuation compared with this street’s averages. 

• Rates 2021-22 = $5235 

• Rates 2022-23 = $7905:  

o An increase of 51%: 8.8 times the 5.8% PN average.  

• We consider this to be unfair. 

Fairness 

We understand and accept the equity principle of a rates differential between properties using a 

valuation criterion, in conjunction with uniform general and service charges. The differential should 

be uniform, percentage-wise, and fair as possible.  

The principle of fairness is not achieved by the present criteria of land-only rather than total 

valuation. Currently, properties with the same total valuation can have widely varying rates. This is 

demonstrably unfair. 

It is notable that most (i.e. 71%) of Aotearoa/NZ councils use the total valuation criterion, suggesting 

that they too consider total value as the fairest criterion for rates assessment.  

The capital valuation scenario for our property 

Based on available data for the 59 properties in Karina Terrace: 

• Accounting for the fixed (uniform) charges of $1089 per property, if rates were assessed on 

total rather than land valuation alone, we estimate our rates would be $6402. 

• This is an increase of 22.3% 

o This is significantly fairer than our present 51% increase. 

o It represents a fairer and more equitable distribution of rates burden across all 

property owners than the present land- only valuation criterion. 

A significant number of property owners in Palmerston North experience the present inequity. 

We urge the PNCC to adopt a total valuation system for future residential rates assessments. 

S7(2)(a) Personal Privacy
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Kia_Ora Madam Chair and PNCC Councilors,  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to speak tonight 
 
I am here to support my submission to ensure the aquatics work needs to stay 
on the budget. I would like to emphasize the critical need for a new swimming 
facility in our community. I see today in the Manawatu Standard, 30% of the 
submissions received by the council coming from members of the aquatics 
community, it is clear that many people in our community are eager for a new 
facility. 
 
First of all it is very important to understand, Aquatics facilities are not just for 
swimming. There are many other sports that use Aquatics facilities and at the 
moment we do not have anything that caters to all. For us in the swimming 
community, The ability to provide lane space for training, and competitions is 
severely affected. Our club at Ice Breaker Aquatics is near capacity, meaning 
we are not actively engaging in the community to promote our sport to get 
kids learning this essential skill.  
Many of our current pools are outdated, making it challenging to deliver the 
high-quality experience our residents need and deserve. Here is a run through 
of our facilities: 
 
The John Bolt Memorial Pool at the Lido was opened in 1981 and is 43years 
old. I think the only investment in that pool has been some light bulbs. 
The Freyberg which is not available to swim clubs was opened in the early 90’s, 
The PNBHS pool is a similar age while the West End pool is considerably older.  
The Lido 50mtrs pool is 65 years old. There have been some conversations 
around covering this facility. I would like to pass my thoughts on this that it is a 
bad investment. While some members of the community may argue that 
covering the pool may seem like a sound and logical investment, there are 
reasons why this is not the best course of action. 
 
Firstly, covering the Lido 50mtr outdoor pool, which is already 65 years old, is 
not a sustainable solution. It is not a long-term solution and It is a band aid on 
a on what would quickly become a gaping wound. The cost to cover the pool 
would be significantly high and ongoing maintenance costs will continue to rise 
as the pool's infrastructure ages even further. 
 
I also cannot imagine, as I sit outside at the Lido during the 4 months that the 
pool is opened and watch the chimney on the boiler room steam away that 
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this is the most efficient way to heat the pool now and definitely not year 
round to meet and environmental obligations we as a city may have. I would 
suggest this needs to be taken into consideration.  
 
Moreover, covering the pool will not address the other underlying issue that 
the pool currently faces. The pool is 50 mtrs by 7 lanes. Covering this means 
that we still have a 50mtr by 7 lane pool. This means that there is still no 
facility for Canoe & water polo and 25mtr swimming will not be able to held at 
the pool. We will still not be able to host many events at the pool as you will 
not be able to install electronic touch pads for swimming. A new 50mtr pool 
will be 10 lanes wide and therefore 10 lanes wide means it will be 25mtrs wide. 
So not only do we get a 50mtr pool, we also get 20 lanes of 25mtr swimming. 
Its like getting 3+ new pools for the price of one. It also safegards us for the 
future and will meet the needs for the future population growth.  
 
Lastly, let's consider the financial burden of covering the Lido pool. This money 
could be better spent on creating a new, modern indoor swimming facility that 
better serves our community's needs and enhances our overall quality of life 
while providing better value for money. Covering the current facility just 
means we have not listened to the community and we start this process all 
over again.  
 
As we look to the future, we must invest in a new swimming facility that meets 
the needs of our community and contributes to our overall quality of life. A 
new facility would provide us with an opportunity to elevate the experience for 
all users, from novice swimmers to elite athletes. 
Our community deserves better than aging, suboptimal swimming facilities. A 
new facility would provide an opportunity for individuals of all ages and 
abilities to experience the benefits of swimming and all our aquatics sports. 
We need to ensure that it is multipurpose and that is utilised 364 days a year.  
 
Finally, in a light hearted move, I asked the source of truth- chat gpt if there is 
a need for a new aquatics facility in Palmerston North- Here is the reply: 
Yes, there is a need for a new aquatics facility in Palmerston North. The city has 
been facing this issue for many years as the current pool facilities are 
outdated, and there is a need to upgrade them to meet community needs. 
Palmerston North residents have expressed their desire for a new aquatic 
facility that provides year-round services and meets the needs of all age 
groups. An updated pool would cater to swimming lessons, competitive 
swimming, aquatic exercise programmes, and increase the number of 
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recreational swimmers. In conclusion, the need for a new aquatics facility in 
Palmerston North has been identified, and efforts are being made to address 
this issue through further planning and development 
 
Therefore, I urge the PNCC council to prioritize funding for a new swimming 
facility and contribute to the growth and success of our community. Thank you 
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Te Araroa Trail

Brian Way and David Grant
Te Araroa Manawatū Trust

(TAMT)
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Volunteer contributions to the trail

• TAMT Committee of 7 members
– Planning and liaison with stakeholders

• Fundraising
– Weed spraying and slashing
– Trail furniture

• Trail volunteers  
– Track monitoring and maintenance
– Signage
– Managing contractors
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Bunnythorpe to Waughs Rd
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Crossing Jacks Creek
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Crossing Mangaone stream
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Walk/Cycle bridge location 
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Main request
• Retain identified Active Transport and 

Walkway programmes that contribute to 
enhancing the Te Araroa Trail
– Opex Programme 1494- Active and Public Transport 

Planning, $74,000
– Capital New Programme 2057 & 2141 - Regional 

Shared path network improvements, $2.32 mill & 
$812,000 respectively

– Renewal Programme 1834 – Walkway Renewals,  
$117,000

– Opex Programme 2000 – Walkways maintenance,  
$76,000
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PALMY LOVES BIKES 
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  1. BIKE PATH 
AWARENESS

2. FREE SECURE 
PARKING

3. FREE 
CHARGING
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  INCREASE 
AWARENESS 
OF SAFE 
CYCLEWAYS
Encourage new bikers by showcasing 
the cycleways and quiet streets.

USERS FOUND LOCKY 
DOCK MAPS BENEFICIAL

84%

Waka Kotahi — 2020 Christchurch Survey Report 

Making biking 
attractive with 
headlines to 
promote 
behaviour change

Co-designed for 
each neighbourhood

Council Logo
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“Our review of the Christchurch Locky 
Dock network found that secure parking 
completes cycle networks. It unlocks the 
benefits of cycling infrastructure 
investments. Wayfinding helps people 
navigate safely.  
 
We surveyed Locky Dock users, which 
showed 890,000 additional kilometres 
cycled per year, 28% shifted from cars.  

We found the net benefit was at least 
$32 million” 

Shamubeel Eaqub, CFA 
Sense. Partners 
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  LOCKY DOCKS NATIONWIDE — UTILISATION 2022-23
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OUR VISION:A NETWORK 
FOR A HAPPY 
HEALTHY & 

CARBON FREE 
AOTEAROA.

Our Vision

Foundation Partners
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Let’s enable more people 
to ride more often. 

At no cost to ratepayers.
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THE LOCKY DOCK VALUE PROPOSITION

NO CAPEX COSTS 

Worth $500,000: 
infrastructure, 

planning, installation.

NO OPEX COSTS 

BSB covers all 
maintenance, 

customer support 
and tech for the 10 

year term.

FREE PUBLIC AMENITY WITH NO COST TO RATEPAYERS

125,000 kms p.a. 
 

Fewer Vehicle 
Kilometres Travelled 

(VKT) per year 

Adding 5 Locky Docks on public sites with digital wayfinding and media. 

FREE PUBLIC 
AMENITY 

Made possible by 
BSB partners and 
advertising media.

$16m  
 

Net Social Benefit 
— improved health, 

wellbeing for the city 

POTENTIAL 
REVENUE 

For the Council 
once Locky Dock 

capex is recovered 

DIGITAL WAYFINDING 

Increase awareness of 
cycleways, PT and 

tourist hotspots

COUNCIL 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Apply Council revenue to 
screen media for 

community engagement 

Network Partners: 



 

 

P a g e  |    53 

IT
E
M

 8
 -

 A
TT

A
C

H
M

E
N

T 
5

 

  

Public 
Transport

Locky Docks: Attention. Story 
Convenience. Wayfinding. Secure 
park & charge. Behaviour Change.

LOCAL NETWORK — NODES IN DAILY LIFE

5km Hinterland

The following are stimulus modules to front 
foot a fast-tracked roll-out the electric mobil-
ity network into communities in our urban 
areas.
 

1. Infrastructure & Public Broad-
cast Digital Street Media — 
Locky-Dock Network.  
 
Targeted support for Locky-Dock Network 
deployment. This will establish a public 
broadcast channel of digital street media pro-
viding an ‘always-on every-minute’ platform 
for announcements in the streets. This stim-
ulus funding will compliment the NZTA Bike 
path maps on the Locky-Dock digital screens 
with other public broadcast announcements; 
e.g. a digital content partnership providing 
RNZ headlines/podcasts, Ministry of Health 
announcements, etc. Through the Locky-
Dock media business model, this is stimulus 
is effectively about targeting spend to enable 
infrastructure for free public secure parking, 
electric convenience and way-finding.

Estimate: $2m from Government to 
compliment Mercury’s commitment.

2.Transport Equity  
— $30/week Ride-To-Own Plans 
  
Underwrite the finance required for 10’s of 
thousands e.bikes on affordable $30/week 
Ride-To-Own Plans (with zero term con-
tracts, like a mobile phone, to enable workers 
without credit ratings to have active trans-
port). 

Interest free loan (perhaps the Green 
Investment Fund) and or subsidy to 
activate bike uptake in financially vulnerable 
areas.

STIMULUS MODULES
3. Community Based, e.Bike 
Distribution & Service — 
Aotearoa Rechargery Co-Op 

Stimulus funding targeted to the deploy-
ment of Rechargery’s — solar-powered 
e.bike shops and service stations. An ‘e.
bike shop in a box’ for new owner-operator 
community based businesses, e.g. Mt T and 
his team in Mangere.

Estimate: $250k per Rechargery  
(each Rechargery creates 5 new jobs and a 
sustainable business) — 10 Rechargerys’ to 
compliment the 6 Mercury is supporting.

1 TON OF 
CARBON 
A YEAR OR ZERO 

CARBON  
A YEAR

2. 

2. Source SBN. 

“It's a no brainer.  
This initiative will add around 
$6m in economic value every 
year from the jobs and  
Rechargery businesses alone. 
Health, financial and social  
returns are all cream on top.”  

Shamubeel Eaquab

Farmers 
Market

Cafes & 
Retail

Library Education

Fitness

Community

SupermarketEntertainment

Work 
Places
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A CITY OF DESTINATIONS

Proposed Station

Gibbons Station

LOCKY DOCK NETWORK - DRAFT

Council
-------------

• The Square
• iSite
• Bus Interchange
• Community Arts Centre
• Conference Centre
• Library front / rear
• Trust Arena
• The Lido
• He Ara Kotahi

Private
--------------

• PN Airport
• Te Whatu Ora
• The Warehouse
• Torpedo 7
• UCOL
• Massey
• IPU

PROPOSED LOCKY DOCK NETWORK
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Big Street Bikers requests Council’s continued support for:  

Developing network of Locky Docks (at no cost to rate 
payers) on council controlled land. 
 

Next steps:  
1. Confirm Network Design with Transport Team.  

2. Enter into a Partnership Agreement with PNCC and BSB 
to install and operate Locky Docks 

3. Engagement with key stakeholders and launch network
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OUR VISION:

THANK YOU. 
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