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Background
● Potentially the biggest cuts in history of the sector (Belgrave, 2016, p 246.)

● Approx. 400-500 job cuts proposed at Massey. 

● Major programme cuts in College of Sciences, 60% proposed staff reduction (Goer, 2023.)

● 31% proposed staff reduction in Humanities and Social Sciences (White, 2023). Paper and 

programme cuts to proceed in 2024. 

● Digital plus and low and no enrolments policies are designed to cut back on in-person teaching, 

meaning (further) diminished campus vibrancy, student choice and educational quality.  

● Fear of 'death spiral' scenario: reputational damage and loss of teaching provision leads to 

fewer domestic and international enrolments, leading to more cuts, resulting in further 

reputational damage, loss of teaching provision. 
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How will this impact PN?
● Massey Manawatū campus has 5000 internal students, and most  of Massey’s 18000 distance 

students are taught from that  campus (Massey University, 2022).

● Loss of millions of dollars of revenue as student  and staff numbers reduce (education sector 

accounts for 8% of GDP in PN [pncc, 2020]).

● Diminished choice and in-person teaching will mean students will choose to study elsewhere, 

part icularly  in disciplines not  suited to online or blended delivery. 

● Loss of public good research provision.

● Intersecting and compounded impacts on PN businesses, community wellbeing and 

employment. 
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What we seek
● Pause cuts and return funding

● Open the books; allow fair comment and alternatives

● A full five-way discussion between MoE/TEC, management, community 

stakeholders, staff, and students

● A better university: that serves the community; and is directed by the 

needs and aspirations of mana whenua, staff, students, and community
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How PNCC can help
● Appeal to Tertiary Education Commission & University Council, 

on behalf of Palmerston North
● Support a Palmy ‘Save Massey’ Hui - venue, networks, publicity
● Submissions on behalf of PN during Massey’s consultations; 

pressure University Council to Open the Books
● Join our call for a summit of govt, staff, students, and 

communities
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