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PALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Community Committee Meeting Part I Public, held in 

the Council Chamber, First Floor, Civic Administration Building, 32 

The Square, Palmerston North on 19 March 2025, commencing at 

9.02am 

Members 

Present: 

Councillor Lorna Johnson (in the Chair) and Councillors Patrick 

Handcock, Brent Barrett, Rachel Bowen, Lew Findlay, Billy Meehan, 

Orphée Mickalad, Karen Naylor, William Wood and Kaydee Zabelin. 

Members 

Present 

Online: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith). 

Non 

Members: 

Councillor Leonie Hapeta. 

Apologies: The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillor Leonie Hapeta for early 

departure. 

 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) was not present when the meeting resumed at 11.07am. He 

entered the meeting at 11.19am, during consideration of clause 7. He left the 

meeting at 11.29am, during consideration of clause 7. He was not present for clauses 

7 and 8. 

Councillor Leonie Hapeta was not present when the meeting resumed at 11.07am. 

She was not present for clauses 7 and 8. 

 

 Karakia Timatanga 

 Councillor Lorna Johnson opened the meeting with karakia. 

 

1-25 Apologies 

 Moved Lorna Johnson, seconded Patrick Handcock. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the apologies. 

 Clause 1-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Lorna Johnson, Patrick Handcock, 

Brent Barrett, Rachel Bowen, Lew Findlay, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad, 

Karen Naylor, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Leonie Hapeta. 

 

2-25 Confirmation of Minutes 
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 Moved Lorna Johnson, seconded Patrick Handcock. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the minutes of the Community Committee meeting of 4 

December 2024 Part I Public be confirmed as a true and correct 

record. 

 Clause 2-25 above was carried 11 votes to 0, with 1 abstention, the voting 

being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Lorna Johnson, Patrick Handcock, 

Rachel Bowen, Lew Findlay, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad, Karen Naylor, 

William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Leonie Hapeta. 

Abstained: 

Councillor Brent Barrett. 

 

3-25 Welcoming Communities Annual Report 

Memorandum, presented by Somayyeh Ghaffari, Community 

Development Advisor. 

 Moved Lorna Johnson, seconded Patrick Handcock. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the memorandum titled ‘Welcoming 

Communities Annual Update’ presented to the Community 

Committee on 19th March 2025.  

 Clause 3-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Lorna Johnson, Patrick Handcock, 

Brent Barrett, Rachel Bowen, Lew Findlay, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad, 

Karen Naylor, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Leonie Hapeta. 

 

4-25 Annual Sector Lead Report: Te Tihi o Ruahine Whānau Ora Alliance 

Memorandum, presented by Amy Viles, Community Development 

Advisor and Te Tihi o Ruahine Whānau Ora Alliances’ Mahalia Polson, 

Kaiwhakamarohi (Project Lead), and Pikihuia Hillman, Pou Herenga 

(Project Developer). 

 Moved Lorna Johnson, seconded Patrick Handcock. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the memorandum titled ‘Annual Sector 

Lead Report: Te Tihi o Ruahine Whānau Ora Alliance’ presented to 

the Community Committee on 19 March 2025. 

 Clause 4-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 
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For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Lorna Johnson, Patrick Handcock, 

Brent Barrett, Rachel Bowen, Lew Findlay, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad, 

Karen Naylor, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Leonie Hapeta. 

 

5-25 Annual Sector Lead Report: Manawatū Multicultural Council 

Memorandum, presented by Ahmed Obaid, Community Development 

Advisor and The Manawatū Multicultural Councils’ Kanchana 

Seneviratne, Service Manager, and Yuanindya Inggita, Events & 

Programme Coordinator. 

 Moved Lorna Johnson, seconded Patrick Handcock. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the memorandum titled ‘Annual Sector 

Lead Report: Manawatū Multicultural Council’ presented to the 

Community Committee on 19 March 2025. 

 Clause 5-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Lorna Johnson, Patrick Handcock, 

Brent Barrett, Rachel Bowen, Lew Findlay, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad, 

Karen Naylor, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Leonie Hapeta. 

 

6-25 Annual Sector Lead Report: Te Pū Harakeke - Community Collective 

Manawatū 

Memorandum, presented by Ahmed Obaid, Community Development 

Advisor and Te Pū Harakeke – Community Collective Manawatūs’ Kim 

Penny, Chair, and Kat Nguyen, Manager. 

 Moved Lorna Johnson, seconded Patrick Handcock. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the memorandum titled ‘Annual Sector 

Lead Report: Te Pū Harakeke – Community Collective Manawatū’ 

presented to the Community Committee on 19 March 2025.  

 Clause 6-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Lorna Johnson, Patrick Handcock, 

Brent Barrett, Rachel Bowen, Lew Findlay, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad, 

Karen Naylor, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Leonie Hapeta. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10.49am. 

The meeting resumed at 11.07am. 

 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillor Leonie Hapeta were not present when 

the meeting resumed. 
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7-25 Annual Sector Lead Report: Housing Advice Centre 

Memorandum, presented by Ahmed Obaid, Community Development 

Advisor and Housing Advice Centres’ Jenny Danzell, Committee 

Secretary and Nigel Fitzpatrick, Service Coordinator. 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) entered the meeting at 11.19am. 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) left the meeting at 11.29am. 

 Moved Lorna Johnson, seconded Patrick Handcock. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the memorandum titled ‘Annual Sector 

Lead Report: Housing Advice Centre’ presented to the Community 

Committee on 19 March 2025.  

 Clause 7-25 above was carried 10 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Lorna Johnson, Patrick Handcock, Brent Barrett, Rachel Bowen, Lew 

Findlay, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad, Karen Naylor, William Wood and 

Kaydee Zabelin. 

 

8-25 Committee Work Schedule - March 2025 

 Moved Lorna Johnson, seconded Patrick Handcock. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Community Committee receive its Work Schedule dated 

March 2025. 

 Clause 8-25 above was carried 10 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Lorna Johnson, Patrick Handcock, Brent Barrett, Rachel Bowen, Lew 

Findlay, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad, Karen Naylor, William Wood and 

Kaydee Zabelin. 

 

 Karakia Whakamutunga 

 Councillor Lorna Johnson closed the meeting with karakia. 

 

 

The meeting finished at 11.41am. 

 

Confirmed 21 May 2025. 

 

 

 

Chair 
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