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PALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Strategy & Finance Committee Meeting Part I Public, 

held in the Council Chamber, First Floor, Civic Administration 

Building, 32 The Square, Palmerston North on 28 May 2025, 

commencing at 9.02am. 

Members 

Present: 

Councillor Vaughan Dennison (in the Chair), The Mayor (Grant Smith) 

and Councillors Karen Naylor, Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, 

Patrick Handcock, Leonie Hapeta, Lorna Johnson, Orphée Mickalad, 

William Wood and Kaydee Zabelin. 

Non 

Members: 

Councillor Billy Meehan. 

Apologies: Councillor Leonie Hapeta and Councillor Lew Findlay (early departure). 

 

Councillors Mark Arnott and Orphée Mickalad left the meeting at 11.22am. They 

were present when the confidential part of the meeting started at 11.24am. They 

were not present for clause 23. 

 

 Karakia Timatanga 

 Councillor Kaydee Zabelin opened the meeting with karakia. 

 
14-25 Apologies 

 Moved Vaughan Dennison, seconded Karen Naylor. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the apologies.  

 Clause 14-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, 

Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick Handcock, Lorna Johnson, 

Orphée Mickalad, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Billy Meehan. 

 
15-25 38 Featherston Street - Proposal to grant lease of Council land to 

Manawatū Woodworkers Guild Incorporated 

Memorandum, presented by Glenn Bunny, Manager Property. 

 Moved Vaughan Dennison, seconded Karen Naylor. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 
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1. That the Committee grant a lease to Manawatū Woodworkers Guild 

Incorporated for the land at 38 Featherston Street, Palmerston North, 

described as Part Lot 13 DP2938 and Lot 2 DP605123; in accordance 

with Council’s Support and Funding Policy and Section 54 of the 

Reserves Act 1977.  

 Clause 15-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, 

Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick Handcock, Lorna Johnson, 

Orphée Mickalad, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Billy Meehan. 

 
16-25 53 Totara Road - Proposal to grant lease of Council land to Manawatū 

Racing Pigeon Club Incorporated 

Memorandum, presented by Glenn Bunny, Manager Property. 

 Moved Vaughan Dennison, seconded Karen Naylor. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee grant a lease to Manawatū Racing Pigeon Club 

Incorporated for the land at 53 Totara Road, Palmerston North, 

described as Part Lot 2 DP 2003; in accordance with Council’s 

Support and Funding Policy.  

 Clause 16-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, 

Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick Handcock, Lorna Johnson, 

Orphée Mickalad, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Billy Meehan. 

 
17-25 Variable Speed Limits for schools - confirmation of scope for draft Speed 

Management Plan 

Memorandum, presented by Peter Ridge, Senior Policy Analyst and 

James Miguel, Senior Transport Planner. 

Officers  advised increasing the scope to include an intersection speed 

zone (ISZ) for Longburn-Rongotea Road/No. 1 Line to the 

recommendation, after receiving confirmation that the New Zealand 

Transport Agency would contribute funding to install a ISZ at this site. 

 Moved Vaughan Dennison, seconded Karen Naylor. 

The COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS 

1. That Council confirm that the scope of the draft Speed 

Management Plan 2025 (stage 1) will include: 

• variable speed limits for all schools within Palmerston North; 

and 

• Te Wanaka Road/SH56 intersection; and  
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• An intersection speed zone (ISZ) for Longburn-Rongotea 

Road/No. 1 Line. 

 Clause 17-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, 

Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick Handcock, Lorna Johnson, 

Orphée Mickalad, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Billy Meehan. 

 

 Moved Brent Barrett, seconded Grant Smith. 

 Note: 

On a motion: ‘that the scope of stage one of the Speed Management Plan 

include the City Centre’, the motion was tied 6 votes to 6. The chairperson 

declared the motion lost, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick 

Handcock, Lorna Johnson and Kaydee Zabelin. 

Against: 

Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, Mark Arnott, Orphée Mickalad, 

William Wood and Billy Meehan. 

The Chair withdrew Item 6 Hearing of Submissions - Bill Brown Park Proposed Land 

Lease to Kia Toa Rugby Football Club Incorporated, as no submitters had attended. 

18-25 Summary of Submissions - Bill Brown Park Proposed Land Lease to Kia 

Toa Rugby Football Club Incorporated 

Memorandum, presented by Glenn Bunny, Manager Property, and 

Sharron Bergerson, Property Financial Officer. 

Officers corrected an error in paragraph 3.2 of the report.  The number 

of submissions in support and in opposition should read 306 in support 

and 9 against. 

 Moved Vaughan Dennison, seconded Karen Naylor. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the memorandum titled ‘Summary of 

Submissions – Bill Brown Park Proposed Land Lease to Kia Toa Rugby 

Football Club Incorporated’ presented on 28 May 2025. 

 Clause 18-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, 

Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick Handcock, Lorna Johnson, 

Orphée Mickalad, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Billy Meehan. 
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19-25 Confirmation of Minutes 

 Moved Vaughan Dennison, seconded Karen Naylor. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the minutes of the Strategy & Finance Committee meeting of 26 

February 2025 Part I Public be confirmed as a true and correct 

record. 

 Clause 19-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, 

Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick Handcock, Lorna Johnson, 

Orphée Mickalad, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Billy Meehan. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10.06am. 

The meeting resumed at 10.22am. 

 

20-25 Petition:  Designation of an on-leash dog area at Linklater Reserve 

 

John Charlton, Chairperson of Kelvin Grove Community Association Inc. 

(KGCA), Val Burr and Ross Linklater, KGCA members, spoke to the Kelvin 

Grove Community Association petition to make half of Linklater Reserve 

on-leash.  They supported Option 5 of the Officer’s report (Item 10 - 

clause 21). 

They made a PowerPoint presentation and tabled supplementary 

information (appended to these minutes).  A form with an additional 7 

signatures to the petition was tabled.  Total signatories:  64.  

 Moved Vaughan Dennison, seconded Karen Naylor. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Strategy & Finance Committee receive the Kelvin Grove 

Community Association petition for information. 

 Clause 20-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, 

Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick Handcock, Lorna Johnson, 

Orphée Mickalad, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Billy Meehan. 

 
21-25 Options to amend off-leash dog controls at Linklater Reserve 

Report, presented by Stacey Solomon, Policy Analyst. 

 Moved William Wood, seconded Karen Naylor. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee determine that changes are required to the 
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Dog Control Policy and the Dog Control Bylaw to create an on-leash 

area at Linklater Reserve, and adopt the Statement of Proposal with 

its preferred Option for consultation with the community. 

OPTION 5:  Change the current controls and make half of Linklater 

Reserve [up to the aeroplane] on-leash, with half of the Reserve 

remaining off-leash. The children’s play spaces and equipment 

continue to be prohibited to dogs entirely.   

 Clause 21-25 above was carried 10 votes to 2, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, 

Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick Handcock, Orphée Mickalad, 

William Wood and Billy Meehan. 

Against: 

Councillors Lorna Johnson and Kaydee Zabelin. 

 
22-25 Committee Work Schedule 

 Moved Vaughan Dennison, seconded Karen Naylor. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Strategy & Finance Committee receive its Work Schedule 

dated May 2025. 

 Clause 22-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, 

Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick Handcock, Lorna Johnson, 

Orphée Mickalad, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin and Billy Meehan. 

 
Councillors Mark Arnott and Orphée Mickalad left the meeting at 11.22am. 

 

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC 

23-25 Recommendation to Exclude Public 

 Moved Vaughan Dennison, seconded Karen Naylor. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this 

meeting listed in the table below. 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is 

excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and 

the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local Government Official 

Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as 

follows: 
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General subject of each 

matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 

resolution in relation to 

each matter 

Ground(s) under 

Section 48(1) for 

passing this 

resolution 

17. Proposed licence 

and easements to 

Airways 

Corporation - 

Turitea Reserve 

NEGOTIATIONS: This 

information needs to be 

kept confidential to 

ensure that Council can 

negotiate effectively, 

especially in business 

dealings 

s7(2)(i) 

 

This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1)(a) of the Local Government 

Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or 

interests protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act which would be 

prejudiced by the holding of the whole or the relevant part of the proceedings 

of the meeting in public as stated in the above table. 

Also that the persons listed below be permitted to remain after the public has 

been excluded for the reasons stated. 

Yvonne Evans, Senior Property Consultant and Principal Energy Advisor (The 

Property Group), because of her knowledge and ability to assist the meeting in 

speaking to the report and answering questions. 

 Clause 23-25 above was carried 10 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Vaughan Dennison, Karen Naylor, 

Brent Barrett, Lew Findlay, Patrick Handcock, Lorna Johnson, William Wood, 

Kaydee Zabelin and Billy Meehan. 

 

The public part of the meeting finished at 11.23am 

 

Confirmed 20 August 2025 

 

 

 

Chair 
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