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PALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Culture & Sport Committee Meeting Part I Public, 

held in the Council Chamber, First Floor, Civic Administration 

Building, 32 The Square, Palmerston North on 25 June 2025, 

commencing at 1.01pm 

Members 

Present: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen (in the Chair), Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, 

Vaughan Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Patrick Handcock, Leonie 

Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William Wood and Kaydee Zabelin. 

Members 

Present Online: 

Councillor Lew Findlay. 

Non Members: Councillors Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen Naylor. 

Apologies: The Mayor (Grant Smith), Councillor Lew Findlay (early departure). 

Councillor Lew Findlay left the meeting at 1.23pm during consideration of clause 12, 

and entered the meeting again at 1.40pm during consideration of clause 13.  He left 

the meeting at 2.07pm during consideration of clause 15.  He was not present for 

clause 12 and clauses 15 to 21 inclusive.  

Councillor Patrick Handcock was not present when the meeting resumed at 3.22pm.  

He was not present for clauses 18 to 21 inclusive. 

Councillor Karen Naylor was not present when the meeting resumed at 3.22pm.  She 

entered the meeting again at 3.23pm after consideration of clause 18.  She was not 

present for clause 18.  

Councillor Orphée Mickalad was not present when the meeting resumed at 3.22pm.  

He entered the meeting again at 3.26pm during consideration of clause 20.  He was 

not present for clauses 18 and 19.  

 Karakia Timatanga 

 Councillor Debi Marshall-Lobb opened the meeting with karakia. 

 

11-25 Apologies 

 Moved Rachel Bowen, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the apologies. 

 Clause 11-25 above was carried 14 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Lew 
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Findlay, Roly Fitzgerald, Patrick Handcock, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, 

William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen 

Naylor. 

 

12-25 Presentation - Manawatū Summer Shakespeare 

Presentation, by Rhian Firmin & Rachel Lenart, Artistic Directors, 

Manawatū Summer Shakespeare. 

Rhian and Rachel presented a summation of the Council supported 

2025 production of The Tempest, as appended to these Minutes. 

Councillor Lew Findlay left the meeting at 1.23pm. 

 Moved Rachel Bowen, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Culture & Sport Committee receive the presentation for 

information. 

 Clause 12-25 above was carried 13 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Roly 

Fitzgerald, Patrick Handcock, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William 

Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen Naylor. 

 

13-25 Presentation - NZ Rural Games 

Presentation, by James Stewart, Chair, NZ Rural Games Trust and Daniel 

O’Regan, NZ Rural Games. 

James and Daniel provided an update on this year’s Rural Games, as 

appended to these Minutes. 

Councillor Lew Findlay entered the meeting again at 1.40pm. 

 Moved Rachel Bowen, seconded William Wood. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Culture & Sport Committee receive the presentation for 

information. 

 Clause 13-25 above was carried 14 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Lew 

Findlay, Roly Fitzgerald, Patrick Handcock, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, 

William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen 

Naylor. 
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14-25 Confirmation of Minutes 

 Moved Rachel Bowen, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the minutes of the Culture & Sport Committee meeting of 26 

March 2025 Part I Public be confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 Clause 14-25 above was carried 14 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Lew 

Findlay, Roly Fitzgerald, Patrick Handcock, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, 

William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen 

Naylor. 

 

15-25 Response to the recommendations from the 'Canoe Polo Needs 

Assessment Papaioea Palmerston North - 2025' prepared by RSL 

Consultants 

Memorandum, presented by Ann-Marie Mori, Policy Analyst and Carl 

Johnstone, General Manager - Partnerships, Sport Manawatū. 

Councillor Lew Findlay left the meeting at 2.07pm. 

 Moved Rachel Bowen, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee note the recommendations of the 'Canoe Polo 

Needs Assessment Papaioea Palmerston North - 2025' will be used to 

inform future assessment stages and advice on the provision of 

canoe polo facilities in the City. 

 Clause 15-25 above was carried 12 votes to 1, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Roly 

Fitzgerald, Patrick Handcock, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William Wood, Kaydee 

Zabelin, Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen Naylor. 

Against: 

Councillor Leonie Hapeta. 

 

16-25 Draft General Policy Reserve Management Plan 

Report, presented by Kathy Dever-Tod, Manager Parks and Reserves 

and Aaron Phillips, Activities Manager - Parks. 

Elected Members requested amendments to the Draft Plan to include a 

3 yearly monitoring report to Council or relevant Committee and 

reference to responsible ownership components of the Dog Control 

Policy. 

 Moved Brent Barrett, seconded Leonie Hapeta. 
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The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Draft Palmerston North City Council General Policy Reserve 

Management Plan be amended as follows: 

• Amend Section 4 (Monitoring) to include a 3 yearly monitoring 

report to Council or relevant Committee. 

• Amend Section 8 (Dogs) to refer to responsible ownership 

components of the Bylaw. 

 Clause 16-25 above was carried 13 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Roly 

Fitzgerald, Patrick Handcock, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William 

Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen Naylor. 

 

 Moved Brent Barrett, seconded Leonie Hapeta. 

2. That the Committee adopt the Draft Palmerston North City Council 

General Policy Reserve Management Plan, as amended, for 

consultation under the provisions of the Reserves Act 1977.  

 Clause 16-25 above was carried 13 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Roly 

Fitzgerald, Patrick Handcock, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William 

Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen Naylor. 

 

17-25 Draft Kahuterawa Outdoor Recreation Plan - 2025 Review 

Report, presented by Kathy Dever-Tod, Manager Parks and Reserves 

and Aaron Phillips, Activities Manager - Parks. 

Elected Members noted that one parcel of land had not been 

declared a reserve and requested that public feedback be sought on  

whether Arapuke Forest Park should be declared a reserve under the 

Reserves Act. 

 Moved Rachel Bowen, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee adopt the Draft Kahuterawa Outdoor 

Recreation Plan 2025 for public consultation.  

 Clause 17-25 above was carried 13 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Roly 

Fitzgerald, Patrick Handcock, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William 

Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen Naylor. 
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 Moved Brent Barrett, seconded Kaydee Zabelin. 

2. That the draft plan consultation include a question of whether 

Arapuke Forest Park should be declared a reserve under the 

Reserves Act.  

 Clause 17-25 above was carried 13 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Roly 

Fitzgerald, Patrick Handcock, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William 

Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen Naylor. 

The meeting adjourned at 3.09pm 

The meeting resumed at 3.22pm 

Councillors Patrick Handcock, Orphée Mickalad and Karen Naylor were not 

present when the meeting resumed. 

18-25 The Regent Theatre Trust - Final Statement of Intent 2025-2028 

Te Manawa Museums Trust - Final Statement of Intent 2025-2028 

The Globe Theatre Trust - Final Statement of Intent 2025-2028 

Memorandum, presented by Sarah Claridge, Governance Advisor. 

 Moved Rachel Bowen, seconded Leonie Hapeta. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee agree the final Statement of Intent 2025-2028 

(Attachment 1) submitted by the Regent Theatre Trust Board. 

2. That the Committee agree the final Statement of Intent 2025-2028 

(Attachment 1) submitted by the Te Manawa Museums Trust Board. 

3. That the Committee agree the final Statement of Intent 2025-2028 

(Attachment 1) submitted by the Globe Theatre Trust Board. 

 Clause 18-25 above was carried 10 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Roly 

Fitzgerald, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin 

and Brent Barrett. 

Councillor Karen Naylor entered the meeting again at 3.23pm. 

19-25 Manawatū Community Athletics Track - Annual Report for 2024 

Memorandum, presented by Aaron Phillips, Activities Manager - Parks. 

 Moved Rachel Bowen, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the Manawatū Community Athletics 

Track Annual Report for 2024, presented to the Culture & Sport 

Committee on 25 June 2025. 
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 Clause 19-25 above was carried 11 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Roly 

Fitzgerald, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, 

Brent Barrett and Karen Naylor. 

 

20-25 Hockey Turf at Massey University - Annual Report 

Memorandum, presented by Aaron Phillips, Activities Manager - Parks. 

Councillor Orphée Mickalad entered the meeting again at 3.26pm. 

 Moved Rachel Bowen, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the 2024 Annual Report for the Hockey 

Turf at Massey University, presented to the Culture & Sport 

Committee on 25 June 2025. 

 Clause 20-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Roly 

Fitzgerald, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, 

Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen Naylor. 

 

21-25 Committee Work Schedule 

 Moved Rachel Bowen, seconded Billy Meehan. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Culture & Sport Committee receive its Work Schedule dated 

June 2025. 

 Clause 21-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Rachel Bowen, Billy Meehan, Mark Arnott, Vaughan Dennison, Roly 

Fitzgerald, Leonie Hapeta, Debi Marshall-Lobb, William Wood, Kaydee Zabelin, 

Brent Barrett, Orphée Mickalad and Karen Naylor. 

 

 Karakia Whakamutunga 

 Councillor Debi Marshall-Lobb closed the meeting with karakia. 

 

The meeting finished at 3.31pm. 

Confirmed 10 September 2025 

 

Chair 
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