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PALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Economic Growth Committee Meeting Part I Public, 

held in the Council Chamber, First Floor, Civic Administration 

Building, 32 The Square, Palmerston North on 11 June 2025, 

commencing at 1.14 pm. 

Members 

Present: 

Councillors Leonie Hapeta (in the Chair), William Wood, Mark 

Arnott, Brent Barrett, Vaughan Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Lorna 

Johnson, Debi Marshall-Lobb, Billy Meehan and Orphée Mickalad. 

Non Members 

present online: 

Councillor Lew Findlay. 

Apologies: Councillor Rachel Bowen (late arrival), The Mayor (Grant Smith) 

(late arrival, on Council business). 

 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) entered the meeting at 1.32pm during consideration of 

clause 16-25.  He left the meeting at 1.48pm after consideration of clause 19-25.  He 

was not present for clauses 15-25, 20-25 to 23-25. 

 

Councillor Rachel Bowen entered the meeting at 2.03pm after consideration of 

clause 20-25.  She was not present for clauses 15-25 to 20-25. 

 Karakia Timatanga 

Councillor Debi Marshall-Lobb opened the meeting with karakia. 

 

15-25 Apologies 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded William Wood. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the apologies. 

 Clause 15-25 above was carried 11 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Leonie Hapeta, William Wood, Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Vaughan 

Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Lorna Johnson, Debi Marshall-Lobb, Billy Meehan, 

Orphée Mickalad and Lew Findlay. 

 

16-25 Petition to Install Traffic Calming Measures on Ascot and Pahiatua Street 

Presentation, by residents Alexis Boniface and Brian Ahern. 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) entered the meeting at 1:32pm. 
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Councillor Leonie Hapeta moved an additional motion for the Chief 

Executive to investigate traffic movement on Ascot and Pahiatua 

Streets and suggest options to calm (if relevant). 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded William Wood. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Economic Growth Committee receive the petition for 

information. 

2. That the Chief Executive investigate the traffic situation on Ascot 

and Pahiatua Streets (relative to the wider transport network), and 

traffic calming options (if indicated) and report back to the relevant 

committee in the new term. 

 Clause 16-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, William Wood, Mark 

Arnott, Brent Barrett, Vaughan Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Lorna Johnson, Debi 

Marshall-Lobb, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad and Lew Findlay. 

 

17-25 Confirmation of Minutes 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded William Wood. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the minutes of the Economic Growth Committee meeting of 9 

April 2025 Part I Public be confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 Clause 17-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, William Wood, Mark 

Arnott, Brent Barrett, Vaughan Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Lorna Johnson, Debi 

Marshall-Lobb, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad and Lew Findlay. 

 

18-25 Central Economic Development Agency (CEDA) Final Statement of 

Intent 2025/26 

Jacqui Middleton, Finance and Operations Manager and Janet 

Reynolds, Marketing and Communication Manager presented  CEDA’s 

Statement of Intent. 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded William Wood. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee agree the final Statement of Intent 2025/26 

submitted by the Central Economic Development Agency 

(Attachment 1). 

 Clause 18-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 
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The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, William Wood, Mark 

Arnott, Brent Barrett, Vaughan Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Lorna Johnson, Debi 

Marshall-Lobb, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad and Lew Findlay. 

 

19-25 Palmerston North Airport Limited - Final Statement of Intent for 2025/26 to 

2027/28 

Memorandum, presented by Steve Paterson, Manager - Financial 

Strategy. 

Russell Wilson, Board Director, David Lanham, Chief Executive and 

Jonathon Baker, Chief Financial Officer presented Palmerston North 

Airport’s Statement of Intent. 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded William Wood. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee agree the Statement of Intent for Palmerston 

North Airport Limited for 2025/26 to 2027/28 (Attachment 2). 

 Clause 19-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) and Councillors Leonie Hapeta, William Wood, Mark 

Arnott, Brent Barrett, Vaughan Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Lorna Johnson, Debi 

Marshall-Lobb, Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad and Lew Findlay. 

The Mayor (Grant Smith) left the meeting at 1.48pm. 

20-25 Manawatū Regional Economic Structure Report 2024 

Memorandum, presented by Stacey Andrews, City Economist.   

Stacey made a presentation (separately attached). 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded William Wood. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the report titled ‘Manawatū Regional 

Economic Structure Report 2024’ to the Economic Growth 

Committee. 

 Clause 20-25 above was carried 11 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Leonie Hapeta, William Wood, Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Vaughan 

Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Lorna Johnson, Debi Marshall-Lobb, Billy Meehan, 

Orphée Mickalad and Lew Findlay. 

Councillor Rachel Bowen entered the meeting at 2:03pm. 
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21-25 International Relations and Education Annual Plan and Performance 

Measures 2025/26 

Memorandum, presented by Gabrielle Loga, Manager International 

Relations. 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded William Wood. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That Council receive the International Relations and Education 

Annual Plan and Performance Measures 2025/26 

 Clause 21-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Leonie Hapeta, William Wood, Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Rachel 

Bowen, Vaughan Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Lorna Johnson, Debi Marshall-Lobb, 

Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad and Lew Findlay. 

 

22-25 Tamakuku Terrace Six Monthly Update 

Memorandum, presented by Glenn Bunny, Manager Property, and 

Anna Saunders, Capital Projects Officer. 

Officers acknowledged an error in 3.2 of the report; the table should 

read: 

Stage 2 $ (excl. GST) 

Forecasted Stage 2 revenue $10.3M 

Development costs ($8.3M) 

Profit $1.98M 

Growth Infrastructure ($1.58M) 

Net profit $0.4M 
 

  

Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded William Wood. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED 

1. That the Committee receive the memorandum titled ‘Tamakuku 

Terrace Six Monthly Update’, presented to the Economic Growth 

Committee on 11 June 2025. 

 Clause 22-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Leonie Hapeta, William Wood, Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Rachel 

Bowen, Vaughan Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Lorna Johnson, Debi Marshall-Lobb, 

Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad and Lew Findlay. 
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23-25 Committee Work Schedule - June 2025 

 Moved Leonie Hapeta, seconded William Wood. 

The COMMITTEE RESOLVED: 

1. That the Economic Growth Committee receive its Work Schedule 

dated June 2025. 

 Clause 23-25 above was carried 12 votes to 0, the voting being as follows: 

For: 

Councillors Leonie Hapeta, William Wood, Mark Arnott, Brent Barrett, Rachel 

Bowen, Vaughan Dennison, Roly Fitzgerald, Lorna Johnson, Debi Marshall-Lobb, 

Billy Meehan, Orphée Mickalad and Lew Findlay. 

 

 Karakia Whakamutunga 

Councillor Debi Marshall Lobb closed the meeting with karakia. 

 

The meeting finished at 2.30pm. 

 

Confirmed 27 August 2025 

 

 

 

Chair 
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