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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
ENHANCING FRIENDSHIP CITY RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THE CITY OF PALMERSTON NORTH,

NEW ZEALAND AND
THE CITY OF KUNSHAN, JIANGSU PROVINCE,
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

On October 31, 1994, Palmerston North of New Zealand and Kunshan City of Jiangsu Province of
the People’s Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as the “two cities”) officially signed the Agree-
ment on Friendly Communication and Cooperation in accordance with the principles of the 1972
Joint Communique on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between People’s Republic of
China and New Zealand.

On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the establishment of friendly exchanges between the
two cities and the 10th anniversary of the Joint Statement on the Establishment of a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership between China and New Zealand, in order to further develop the relations
between the two cities, on the basis of friendly consultation and mutual benefit, the two cities hereby
jointly sign the Memorandum of Understanding Enhancing Friendship City Relationship Between
the City of Palmerston North, New Zealand and the City of Kunshan, Jiangsu Province, People’s
Republic of China, and agree on the following matters:

1. The two cities acknowledge the achievements of cooperation and exchanges to date between
Palmerston North and Kunshan as friendship cities since 1994, and agree to strengthen governmental
exchanges, deepen cooperation and enhance understanding on the basis of the 30th anniversary of
friendly ties.

2. The two cities recognize opportunities to further deepen city-to-city cooperation and exchanges
in the fields of economy and trade, science and technology, education, commerce, innovation, city
engineering, tourism and sustainable development.

3. The two cities do hereby commit to the long standing relationship of the two cities, to the
upgrading of the partnership to “sister cities” status at an appropriate time, and to the prosperity of
Palmerston North and Kunshan, based on a mutual spirit of cooperation, caring and respect.

4. The MOU, signed on January 25, 2024 in Kunshan, is presented in both English and Chinese,
and both texts are equally valid. The MOU shall enter into force on the date of its signature.
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